STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

September 7, 2011

The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Stan Clements, Christy Bare, Terry Cobb and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

With the recent death of Vernon Charles Stutzman, Mayor Dancy recognized the contributions made to the Town and community by Mr. Stutzman.  When Mr. Stutzman retired to Rutherfordton he became very active with the Norris Public Library, Rutherfordton Kiwanis Club, Rutherfordton Recreational Trust Fund being one of the founding members of that committee, co-founder of the Rutherford County Habitat for Humanity and a member of the First United Methodist Church.  Mayor Dancy expressed his appreciation for the life of Vernon Stutzman and the many gifts and talents he shared with this community during his lifetime.
Henry Giles reported on the work of the Golf Course Study Committee.  They continue to meet on a monthly basis and hope to have a report to Council by year end.
Councilmember Terry Cobb noted the thank you note from Shirley Wells thanking the Council for placing a book in the Norris Library in memory of Bill Wells, former Rutherfordton Fire Chief, Councilmember and Mayor.

Mayor Dancy reminded everyone about the upcoming Relay for Life event.

Mayor Dancy congratulated Councilmember Clements on his son passing the North Carolina Bar Exam.

DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the August 3, 2011, minutes as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Clements asked several budget related questions from the FY 2010-2011 of Finance Director Scherer.
Public Works Director Keith Ward reported to Council after reviewing the practice of how the Town picks up recycling (being two to two and half days per week); he would like to move to a one-day a week Town wide recycling.  This would have all Public Works employees handling recycling on one day, this would begin with the recycling pick up on September 28th.  PW Director Ward understands that some modifications may need to be made; but basically all residential recycling would be handled each Wednesday.
TM Andrews gave an update on the 221 by-pass project: a letter has been sent to the entire NEPA team asking for re-consideration of the decision to leave the ramp in the southeast quadrant and we are waiting on a response.  The project’s Environmental Impact Study has been reviewed by the Town’s Traffic Engineer Mark Teague and he reports several inconsistencies and has requested clarification from NC DOT.  The decorative features for the structures are being considered by NC DOT and the Town needs to give their input.  One of the other decisions will be once the by-pass is complete, it will be named Highway 221, what does the Town wish the “old” 221 to be named.  Also for the Town’s input are what signs do we think need to be in place, truck route, visitor center, downtown signs, historic district, children’s museum, hospital (both Rutherford Regional and the VA Clinic), route markings, Rails to Trails and the Overmountain Victory Trail.  These ideas need to be given to NC DOT soon.
Finance Director Scherer presented two budget amendments for Council consideration: 1) the balance from a donation for the Golf Course, this is to update the budget to reflect the actual unexpended remainder of the donation, to decrease the amount by $1,286.08; 2) receipt of insurance payment for minor vehicle damage and repair to same being $291.00 to 5100-3535.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve both budget amendments as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Manager Andrews reported staff is in the process of reviewing the parking situation along Central Street and the municipal parking lot at Central and West First Streets.  Police Chief Lovelace is keeping a record of available parking in the lot, so when Council is ready to discuss this issue you will have some data available.  Mayor Dancy referenced a letter received from downtown business owner, David Faunce, noting his concerns about parking for his employees.  Mayor Dancy would like to place this issue for Council discussion on the October Council agenda.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Lee Walke, Chair of the Recreation Trust Fund, reported his committee met on August 22.  Barbara Leddy, Chair of the Recreation Committee reported her committee met on  August 15, 2011.
Dennis Hill, Treasurer for the Rutherfordton Golf Club reported August 2011 was about the same as August 2010; but overall the Golf Club is about $12,000 ahead of where they were at this time in 2010.
Cindy Adair said preparations for the upcoming OctoberFest were going well and said if anyone wished to volunteer for that day to please let her know.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mayor Dancy said the first item of unfinished business is discussion and possible direction to the Town Attorney to amend the Session Bill authorizing any expenditure from the Recreation Trust Fund be by a “unanimous decision of the Town Council”.  Hearing no comments from Council concerning this discussion, Mayor Dancy moved forward with the next agenda item.
Councilmember Clements made a motion to ratify the Council action taken previously by phone vote to allow the closing of a portion of West Second Street from 5 pm until 9 pm, on August 19th for a RTR sponsored event, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Cindy Adair is a graduate of the North Carolina Rural Center’s Rural Economic Development Institute and she would like to host a regional meeting of the graduates from the Institute.  Cindy had hoped to use the Clubhouse facility; but the Rutherfordton Clubhouse was rented on the day of their meeting, so other arrangements are being sought.  Cindy would like for members of the Town Council to stop by during the regional meeting on September 23rd to show their support of the Rural Center’s efforts.  Frankie McWhorter reported the Town of Rutherfordton has been a recipient of a number of grants from the Rural Center.  Frankie encouraged the elected body to get to know the Rural Center and what they do for the rural areas of North Carolina.  The Rural Center holds a forum each year and this year it is November 16 and 17 in Raleigh.  The Town of Rutherfordton has applied for NC STEP (North Carolina Small Towns Economic Prosperity Program) twice and we have been encouraged to apply again.  This program focuses on how to help individual small towns reinvigorate their economies.  Mayor Dancy said this is an opportunity for us to stay in touch with folks who can assist the Town in numerous ways, and he encouraged the elected officials who could to attend the regional meeting.  Consensus of Council was to support the regional meeting of the graduates from NC Rural Center’s Rural Economic Development Institute.
Fire Chief Blanton reported earlier in the year Council had agreed to be a part of a County-wide Hazard Mitigation Plan, which has a five year cycle.  This request is to adopt a memorandum of understanding to become a part of this regional plan which includes the counties of Rutherford, Polk, Henderson and Transylvania.  There is a Federal mandate that counties work as a region, and Federal dollars are tied to this arrangement so there will be no cost to the Town to agree to this Memorandum of Understanding.  Henderson has the largest population and the largest municipality being Hendersonville, so they will be the recipient of the grant funds.  Monies will be distributed by project versus population.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to participate in the regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
The next item of business was a discussion and possible direction concerning application for a Rural Center grant to fund the wastewater treatment plant consolidation study with Spindale.  TM Andrews reported receiving information from Brian Tripp with W.K.Dickson re the Rural Center having grant funds available for consolidation studies.  Town staff from Rutherfordton and Spindale have met twice in the last two months to discuss the situation with each Town’s wastewater treatment process.  TM Andrews requested direction from Council as to whether to proceed with the application process for this study.  The Spindale Commissioners would meet on Monday, September 19th, to also review and give direction on possibly moving forward with an application.  Each Town would submit an application to the Rural Center for the combined project.  The funding match is dollar for dollar.  The deadline for submission of the application is October 26th.  Council also discussed the possibility of including an Inflow & Infiltration study as part of this application.  If the consolidation of the wastewater treatment plants is a viable option, then an I & I study would definitely be needed.  After discussion, Council consensus was to move forward with the application.
Trust Fund Chairman Lee Walke reported during their last meeting the Recreation Trust Fund approved the borrowing of $123,500 by the Town, from the principal of the Recreation Trust Fund, for a period of three years at an interest rate of 1.92%.  The Trust Fund also approved the expenditure of funds for two water fountains at Crestview Park, with one of the fountains being handicapped accessible.  After a short discussion, Councilmember Bare made a motion to expend from the Recreation Trust Fund expendable interest: 1) up to $7,500 for the resurfacing of the basketball courts at Crestview Park; 2) $2,000 for the purchase and installation of two water fountains at Crestview Park; 3) and $1,000 to go towards the maintenance of the golf course property, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Jones made a motion to close a portion of West Second Street from 5 pm until 9 pm on September 22nd for a RTR sponsored event, with Councilmember Cobb seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

At 6:49 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11 (3) Attorney / Client Privilege, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.  After a nine minute recess, Closed Session began at 6:58 pm.
Being no further business, at 7:16 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Mayor Jimmy G. Dancy

Karen E. Andrews, Town Manager

CLOSED SESION

Council gave direction to the Town Attorney concerning a contractual matter.
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