STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

September 10, 2007

The Rutherfordton Town Council held two public hearings and its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Jimmy Dancy.  Councilmember Bob Jones could not attend the meeting due to illness.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher, on behalf of the entire Council, recognized the following Town employees for their years of service to the Town. 
Rick Gilbert-

10 years of service – August 1997

Ronnie Cash-
15 years of service – August 1992

Marc Morgan-
15 years of service – August 1992

David Waters-
25 years of service – August 1982
Councilmember Dancy commented on the success of the 11th annual Relay for Life Fundraiser.  He informed Council that over $228,000 had been raised and that over 400 people attended the Survivors Dinner that was held at RS Central. He thanked everyone that was involved and said this show of support reflects positively on our community.  Mayor Lesher informed everyone that Councilmember Jones had a heart attack early this morning and is being treated at Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte. Council sent their best wishes and hopes for a speedy recovery for Councilmember Jones. Lynne Hegeman of the Carrier House Bed and Breakfast complimented the Town on the appearance of the greenery along Main Street throughout the summer and remarked on the excellent job performed by the Public Works department keeping everything looking beautiful throughout the arduous heat.
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Dancy made a motion to adopt the agenda with two additions to be items number: (8) Request from KidSenses for “reserved parking” and (9) Discussion on sign ordinance, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of August 6 and August 27, 2007, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.
PUBLIC HEARING

At 7:11 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearings open and stated the purpose of this public hearing is to consider a proposed amendment to Section 126 of the Unified Development Ordinance, Change in Use of Property Where a Nonconforming Situation Exists, to allow a structure previously used as a single family dwelling, but later converted to a another use which is permissible within the C-1 Business District, to be converted back to its original status as a nonconforming dwelling.
The purpose of this public hearing is to consider a proposed amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance to add to the official zoning map those recently annexed properties described below and to designate such properties as being a part of zoning district classification CI-1 (Commercial Industrial). Those properties described as Lying and being in Rutherfordton Township, Rutherford County, North Carolina, and being that property containing 11.39 acres, more or less, conveyed to Black Rock Land Company, LLC by deed of record in Deed Book 920, Page 694, Rutherford County Registry and those properties containing 1.54 acres, more or less, conveyed by Black Rock Land Company, LLC to Perry A. Hughes and wife, Nancy H. Hughes by deed of record in Deed Book 929, Page 603, Rutherford County Registry.
Hearing no comments concerning either issue, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearings closed at 7:12 pm.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Mayor Lesher asked Public Works Director Keith Ward if any of the businesses in Town had utilized the free bulk trash pickup that had been offered throughout the months of August and September. Public Works Director Ward informed Council that at this time, only two businesses in Town had requested a pick up. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Lesher reported the Historic Preservation Commission held their first meeting. The meeting was very successful and the next meeting will be held on September 19, 2007 at 6:00 pm at the Rutherfordton Town Hall at which time Robin Lattimore, of Anything Southern Books, will be leading a walking tour throughout Historic Downtown Rutherfordton and all are invited to attend. Councilmember Bare reported the Clubhouse Committee has met several times and continues to work on plan revisions for the kitchen, storage options while the clubhouse is under renovations, electrical wiring, and the preservation of the logs that are currently at the Clubhouse. Councilmember Bare also informed Council that the Clubhouse Committee hoped to bring finalized drawings and bid documents to Council at the October 1, 2007 Council meeting. Mayor Lesher reported the Community Development Board continues to meet and will hold its next meeting on September 17, 2007 at 5:00 at the Rutherfordton Town Hall. Town Manager Andrews reported the Transportation Committee met. Mayor Lesher stated the Transportation Committee will bring the final information regarding the 221 By-Pass Study to Council within the next year. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mayor Lesher informed Council that she felt additional discussion was needed on the proposed Entrance Overlay District after the Workshop that was held on August, 27, 2007.  Councilmember Bare stated that by assisting Town business owners with voluntary actions, it would jumpstart the project without any major financial burdens.  Councilmember Cobb also felt the Town should start with some of the smaller points of the proposed Entrance Overlay District, one being the trash receptacles. Councilmember Dancy stated he felt the Council entered into this project with the best of intentions and even though some of the prior points discussed are not feasible at this time, the focus now needs to be how to proceed to work with businesses to accomplish an overall beautification of the Town.
Mayor Lesher stated the Town would work with the property owners and clarify the Town’s vision. Council directed the Streetscapes Committee to research costs and types of trash receptacles.
NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Dancy made a motion to amend Section 126 of the Unified Development Ordinance as noted, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to amend the Unified Development Ordinance indicating the two recently annexed properties to be classified as CI-1 Commercial-Industrial zoning district, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Dancy made a motion to appoint Councilmember Terry Cobb as the voting delegate representing the Town of Rutherfordton at the NCLM Annual Business Meeting, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Sewer Use Ordinance as presented, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve approximately $1,200 in funds to come from the Master Plan line item for the design of the Master Plan Brochure, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.  Planning and Development Director John McWhorter will bring additional pricing information for the Master Plan Brochures for Council review at their October 1st meeting.
Councilmember Bare made a motion to request NC DOT for closure of Main Street on October 6, 2007 for the Fall Festival, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Assistant Dean for Extension and Engagement, James Tomilson, from the College of Design with NC State University was present at the August Community Development Meeting and presented to Council the design services that could be provided to the Town through the College with the approximate cost being: Kiwanis Park project - $3,500 and Streetscapes project - $7,000.  Community Development Director John McWhorter will travel to NC State University to compile additional information on what these services would include and present this information to Council. After brief discussion, this item was tabled until the October 1, 2007 Council meeting.
KidSenses Interactive Children’s Museum requested permission from Council to reserve approximately 20 parking spaces on Court Street and Main Street on September 15, 2007, from 7:00-7:30 for major sponsors who will be attending the anniversary gala.  Council directed administration to reserve the above mentioned parking spaces for KidSenses on September 15, 2007 for the time requested. 
After extensive discussion, Council agreed modifications with respect to the Town’s sign ordinance were appropriate to allow civic and non-profit organizations to place signs, of specific sizes, at the top of Charlotte Road at the intersection with U.S. 74 and on Town property along South Washington Street, for a set time limit. A request must be made to Town Hall prior to placing any signs at these locations. The Town also provides a location for banner placement.  Attorney Nanney will review the present Sign Ordinance and submit a policy change for Council review and action at their October meeting. 
At 8:27 pm, Councilmember Dancy made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of Attorney/Client privilege and Economic Development, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

At 9:25 pm, Councilmember Bare made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.                                               
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Mayor Sally Lesher

_______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Council unanimously requested Rus Scherer, John McWhorter and Keith Ward be included in the Closed Session.  Town Attorney Nanney gave an update on negotiations with White Oak developers.  Council discussed possible incentives for Dave Brown’s development off of Collett Street, discussed allowing a developer to place a septic drain field, possible development on Roper Loop Road.  Council received an update on the incentive agreement with WNC Holdings/Park Crossing development and a sewer billing situation with Aallied Die Casting.  Council also discussed possible incentives for the Brent Washburn development off of Union Road.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

____________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

