STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

September 1, 2010
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Stan Clements, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.  
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order.  Mayor Dancy recognized Rutherford Town Revitalization Board of Directors as the Town’s volunteer(s) of the month. Lesley O’Connell, current Chair of the RTR Board, was present to accept this recognition.  Mayor Dancy expressed the Council’s appreciation for the hard work that the RTR Board puts into the Town.  Mayor Dancy recognized Brandon Logan for 30 years of service with the Town and the Town’s Public Works Department. Brandon is an extremely hard worker and a great asset to the Town. A book will be placed in the Norris Public Library on Brandon’s behalf.  Mayor Dancy also recognized Clint Ingle for five years of service to the Town and the Town’s Police Department.  Clint actively seeks training to improve his skills as a Police Officer and is a valuable asset to the Town. 
Ginger Dancy, Director of Volunteer Services at Rutherford Hospital, invited everyone to attend the Prime of Life Festival geared towards those 55 and older, to be held on September 9th, at the Carolina Conference Center in Forest City and will include several free health screenings.  A free prostate screening will be held on September 8th at the Cancer Resource Center at One Source in Forest City and requires registration prior to event. Also Rutherford Orthopedics has finished expansion of its Rutherfordton office to accommodate Dr. Doug Freels who is the new Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon and an open house will be held in October. Rutherford Hospital Auxiliary will be sponsoring a $5 jewelry sale starting on Wednesday, September 29th, and running through Friday, October 1st.  All proceeds benefit the Rutherford Hospital Auxiliary. 
Dr. Jim Van Jura questioned the numerous dead trees located along Hwy 108 at the Willow Ridge and Rutherfordton Clubhouse entrance and also the dead trees located along the Rutherfordton Golf Course. Dr. Van Jura presented to Council pictures of these trees from the various locations and stated his concern is one of safety for drivers. Cindy Adair asked for volunteers from Town Council to help with the Town’s October Festival to be held the first Saturday in October. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of, Celebration of the Arts from Rutherford County Visual Arts Guild, being added as item number three under New Business, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of August 4 and August 25, 2010, as written, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Jones and Councilmember Clements questioned the lack of fuel cost and utilities reporting on the monthly budget statements provided to Council. Finance Director Scherer stated the fuel bill and other utilities for July would be reported in the next monthly statement.  Councilmember Clements questioned the high grass at the former Rutherfordton Elementary School building and asked that notification be sent by Zoning Officer Donald Hutchins regarding high grass. Fire Chief Tommy Blanton reminded Council of the Public Officials Conference for Emergency Management to be held at Chimney Rock Park on September 21st and stated if any Councilmember was interested in attending to let him know.  Mayor Dancy stated he would be attending. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

There were no committee reports at this time. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item of Unfinished Business was the review and possible change of usage charges for Crestview Park facilities. After extensive Council discussion on the various items that were presented for Council approval, Council made the following motions:  Councilmember Clements made a motion to adopt the following usage charge of $150 per day per field to include lights and $500 for all four lighted fields per day for all users.  Motion passed unanimously.
Councilmember Cobb made a motion stating tournaments sponsored by Little League other than year end playoffs that charge a registration, entry, or gate fee, will be subject to the standard daily rental fee, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt staff recommendation on items 2 and 3 of Summary of Park Fee Meeting on August 25th with the charge of $10 per hour for lights. Councilmember Bare withdrew her motion.
Councilmember Clements made a motion to adopt an hourly field usage fee for the multi purpose field and ball fields at $10 per hour per field up to a maximum of four hours for reserved field usage with anything over four hours being charged the above stated daily rate of $150 per field per day, with Councilmember Jones  seconding. Motion passed on a three to one vote.  Councilmembers Clements, Jones and Cobb voting in favor of the motion and Councilmember Bare voting opposed.
Councilmember Jones made a motion to set an hourly light usage fee at $10 per hour per field applying to anyone using lights with Councilmember Clements seconding. Councilmember Jones withdrew his motion with Councilmember Clements accepting the withdrawn motion. 
Councilmember Jones made a motion to set an hourly light usage fee at $10 per hour per field for hours used exempting Little League and Rutherfordton Raiders from the fee, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed on a three to one vote.  Councilmembers Jones, Clements and Cobb voting in favor of the motion and Councilmember Bare voting opposed.

Council directed Finance Director Scherer to work with Town Attorney Lloyd in establishing a Not for Profit activities Policy at Crestview Park and ball fields.  Administration will provide Rutherfordton Little League and Rutherfordton Raiders with a copy of ball field daily rental policies and amounts.  
NEW BUSINESS

The first item of New Business was the request to NC DOT for closure of Main Street for the Hilltop Fall Festival. Councilmember Bare made a motion to request NC DOT for road closure for the Hilltop Fall Festival on October 2nd, 2010, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

The next item of New Business was the possible adoption of a Resolution in Support of North Carolina’s current Public Alcoholic Beverage Control System. Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of North Carolina’s current Public Alcoholic Beverage Control System, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Deborah DeNatale, President of the Rutherford County Visual Arts Guild, presented a request for 15 of 48 parking spaces in the parking lot adjacent to Taylor and Court Streets to be chained off for food preparation during their fundraising event to be held on September 9th.  A beer garden will be located in this area along side Taylor Street. Councilmember Bare made a motion to allow 15 of 48 parking spaces in the parking lot adjacent to Taylor and Court Streets to be chained off on September 9th from the hours of 4 pm to 7 pm, pending an ABC permit is obtained and an off duty Rutherfordton Police officer being hired by the Visual Arts Guild to be present at event, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Council took a brief recess before entering at 7:17 pm, into a workshop to review implementation of the solid waste fee.  Council discussed if a combined fee, including solid waste and recycling, could be charged.  Finance Director Scherer was to check with the School of Government concerning this issue.  Council consensus was to treat apartments as residential versus commercial in applying the solid waste fee.  During the October Council meeting, after the solid waste/recycling implementation moratorium expires, Council will decide as to the implementation policy for the solid waste/recycling fee. 
Being no further business, at 8:03 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
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