STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

July 6, 2009

The Rutherfordton Town Council held a special meeting this day at 10:00 am, in the Council room of Town Hall, 129 North Main Street, Rutherfordton.  The purpose of the special meeting was to discuss the proposed two options for the Highway 221 by-pass of Rutherfordton.  Mayor Sally Lesher called the special meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Bob Jones, Christy Bare, Terry Cobb and Jimmy Dancy.  Also in attendance were: Planning and Development Director John McWhorter; Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer Don Hutchins; Assistant Public Works Director Pete Dutcher; Fire Chief Tommy Blanton; Police Chief Kevin Lovelace; and Town Manager Karen Andrews.
Council reviewed information on the two 221 by-pass alternatives chosen by North Carolina Department of Transportation, which was distributed during the July Council meeting by John McWhorter.  The two alternatives that are being studied by NC DOT are Alternative 3 and the Railroad Avenue corridor.

Discussed where concerns about emergency response time to certain sections of the Town if Alternative 3 were chosen by NC DOT; connectivity of Green and Collett Streets; the possibility of a frontage road being constructed; connectivity between Rutherfordton and the remainder of the county; the closing of Green Street as a through way; possible noise barriers for the neighborhoods; along with other concerns.
During the Council meeting with NC DOT personnel to be held at Town Hall on Tuesday, August 4th at 3:00 pm, several questions will be asked of DOT; those include, but are not limited to, the following questions:

1. Why does NC DOT see the building of the by-pass a necessity?

2. Does NC DOT have to make a decision now on the by-pass route?

3. When does NC DOT see the by-pass being constructed?
4. How does NC DOT plan to protect the affected neighborhoods, such as Thermal Valley, and the downtown area with noise barricades?

5. Would NC DOT consider making Green Street a through street because of emergency response needs?

6. If Alternative 3 is chosen, this would divide the National Overmountain Victory Trail located along Southern Street, could a corridor be built allowing the free flow of pedestrians on this National Park Trail?

7. Can the Town be involved with any relocation efforts handled by NC DOT?

8. If Green Street can be made a through street, could a frontage road be constructed between Green and Collett Streets?

9. If Alternative 3 is chosen, can a proposed ramp be relocated to save the commercial area where the Veterans Clinic is to be located?

Being no further business, at 11:18 am, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

Karen E. Andrews, Town Manager

