STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

July 2, 2007

The Rutherfordton Town Council held a public hearing and its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Councilmember Jimmy Dancy was out of town and could not attend the meeting.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

No public comments received. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda with one change, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes from the June and July meetings will be submitted for Council approval during the August meeting.
PUBLIC HEARING

At 7:05 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing open and stated the purpose of the public hearing is to consider proposed amendments to the Unified Development Ordinance to (1) add a new §140 to establish an Entranceway District which would be an “overlay” district affecting all commercially zoned properties (current and future) abutting US Highway 221 (excluding those properties in the C-1, Central Business District) and US Highway 74 running east from its intersection with US Highway 221, to the extent such roadways like within the town and (2) amend the official zoning map to add such overlay district.  Properties lying within the overlay district may be used in the manner permitted in the underlying commercial district only if and to the extent such use is permitted in the applicable overlay district. The requirements of the Entranceway District include, but are not limited to, lot widths, setbacks, architectural styles and materials, and parking lot requirements. Substantial changes in the proposed amendments can be made following the public hearing. Councilmember Jones requested Town Attorney Louis Nanney to address the above mentioned ordinance. Two property owners and a new business owner stated their concerns with the ordinance and how it would affect existing and new structures in the overlay areas. Mayor Lesher expressed her thoughts stating this ordinance was in the best interest of the Town and its purpose was for the beautification of the Town. At 7:30 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing closed. 
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Finance Officer Rus Scherer presented to Council a Capital Project Budget for the Rutherfordton Clubhouse and a budget amendment for the Sewer Enterprise Fund.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to accept the PARTF Grant from North Carolina Department of Environmental Resources Division of Parks and Recreation and to adopt the Capital Project Budget in the amount of $741, 500 for the Rutherfordton Clubhouse, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

PROJECT BUDGET ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA that pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following project ordinance is hereby adopted:

Section 1. The project authorized is a restoration of the Rutherfordton Clubhouse, including improvements to the structure, grounds, and amenities.  The budget is as follows:



Budgeted Expenses

	Professional Fees

Capital Outlay / Construction Costs

Site Development

Contingency
	$
$

$

$
	59,933

557,110

92,000

32,456

	Total Expenditures
	$
	741,499

	
	
	

	Budgeted Revenues
	
	

	PARTF Grant
Private Contributions

Town General Fund (Capital Reserve) 

Recreational Trust Fund 
	$

$

$

$
	305,749   271,750

135,000

 30,000



	Total Revenues
	$
	741,499


Established this 2nd day of July 2007, by the Town Council of the Town of Rutherfordton.





____________________________________





     Sally Lesher, Mayor

Attest: ________________________________


Karen Andrews, Town Manager

Councilmember Jones made a motion to move $5,250 from the 06/07 budget for the sewer study with the Town of Spindale to the 07/08 budget with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Lesher reported the Community Development Board continues to meet. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item for discussion was to receive detailed information on work to be completed in the Main Street Park and to approve a budget amendment for the expenditure. Councilmember Jones made a motion to move from undesignated fund balance, $35,000 to line item 4300-5590 Master Plan Improvements, for cost associated with the renovation of Main Street Park, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
The second item of unfinished business was the appointment and reappointment to the Town’s boards and committees.  Councilmember Bare made the motion to appoint and reappoint the following list of names for the various positions, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE/BOARD

PERSON


TERM

ABC Board



Linda Robinson

7-1-07 to 6-30-10
Board of Adjustments

Joe Jones


7-1-07 to 6-30-10
Parks and Recreation

Mike Stephenson

7-1-07 to 6-30-10

Planning and Zoning

Angie Melton


7-1-07 to 6-30-10

Planning and Zoning

Alan Herrick (Alternate)
7-1-07 to 6-30-10

Recreation Trust Fund

Lee Walke, Chair

7-1-07 to 6-30-10

Recreation Trust Fund

Tina Simmons

7-1-07 to 6-30-10

Recreation Trust Fund

Kim Tevis


7-1-07 to 6-30-10

Recreation Trust Fund

Mike Taylor


7-1-07 to 6-30-10
The next item for discussion was to review a request from Kut and Kurl pertaining to possible placement of a handicap parking space in the area of West Second Street. Police Chief Kevin Lovelace presented to Council several options for possible locations of an additional handicap parking space. After brief discussion, Councilmember Jones made a motion to place an additional handicap parking space on Central Street that would be adjacent to an existing handicap parking space on Central Street and remove the 15 minute loading/unloading zone sign from the parking space on West 2nd Street, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Jones made a motion to receive from the Planning and Zoning Board recommended zoning classifications for the recently annexed properties of Perry and Nancy Hughes and Black Rock, LLC, located along Industrial Drive as CI-1(Commercial Industrial) and to set a Public Hearing for August 6, 2007 to set the zoning classifications for the above noted properties, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
After extensive Council discussion concerning the amendment to the UDO and zoning map to establish an Entranceway District, Councilmember Jones made a motion to table this item until the August 6, 2007 Council meeting, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

Council tabled the discussion in reference to adopting an ordinance establishing the Historic Preservation Commission and the appointment of that Commission until the August 6, 2007 Council meeting.

It was consensus of Council to request the Town’s Planning and Zoning Board to review: 1) allowing single family dwellings in the C-1 Central Business District; and 2) amend the permitted uses table to allow fitness facilities in the C-1 Central Business District.
Councilmember Jones made a motion to set a public hearing for August 6, 2007, to consider amending the permitted use table to allow fitness facilities in the C-1 Central Business District, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
The Town of Rutherfordton’s Public Works department will be providing a one time pickup of debris/items from each business in the C-1 Central Business District at no charge to the business. This pick up will run from August to September 2007. Businesses can contact the Public Works department to schedule the pickup and debris/items can only be placed for pickup one week prior to the scheduled date. Community Development Director John McWhorter will be contacting the businesses in the C-1 Central Business District to inform them of this service.

At 8:20 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of Attorney/Client privilege, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

At 8:47 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.                                               







________________________________








Mayor Sally Lesher

_______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

After a brief break, Closed Session began at 8:25 pm.  Council received from Town Attorney Nanney an update on negotiations with White Oak.  Council advised the Town Manager on their wishes for handling a billing situation.







________________________________









Mayor Sally Lesher

____________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

