STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

July 1, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting on this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Sally Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Bob Jones, Christy Bare and Jimmy Dancy.  Councilmember Cobb was out of town and could not attend the meeting.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher recognized Town Clerk Holly Davis for her five years of employment with the Town and thanked her for her hard work and dedication.  Mayor Lesher reminded everyone of the “Ruff’ton Live” event to be held on Thursday July 2, at 5:30 pm. Mayor Lesher also announced that she would not be running again for Mayor, as the filing will open this coming Monday. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda, with two additions being (1) Town of Rutherfordton Taxi ordinance and (2) Application for Scattered Site housing project, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUNTES
Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the June 3, and June 17, 2009 minutes, as presented, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Dancy thanked everyone for their assistance with the “Ruff’ton Live” event.  Councilmember Jones thanked Police Chief Kevin Lovelace for his department’s handling of a critical situation in one of the Town’s neighborhoods. Councilmember Jones also requested of Finance Director Scherer information regarding additional pledge money for the Clubhouse to be received from the Stonecutter Foundation. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Town Manager Andrews reported for Councilmember Cobb information regarding the rental of Crestview Park ball fields is continuing to be gathered and will be presented at the next committee meeting on July 15, 2009. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item of unfinished business is the appointment to the Board of Adjustment. Mayor Lesher nominated Lynn Hegeman for the position. Councilmember Jones made a motion to appoint Lynn Hegeman to the Board of Adjustment with the term of office being 7-1-09 to 6-30-12, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Council set a workshop date to discuss the two options for Highway 221 By-Pass for Monday, July 6th, 2009, at 10:00 am, at Town Hall. 
Council took no action on setting a workshop date to discuss the revenue options list and will revisit setting a workshop date at the August 4th Council meeting. 
The next item of New Business is a request from Mike Hunter to relocate the cement tables and benches in Main Street Park. It was Council consensus to allow Mr. Hunter to purchase one additional cement table and benches to place at the back of Main Street Park, and to have the option of rearranging the three tables on the western side of the park to accommodate the additional cement table.  

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the FY09 Scattered Site Housing Program in Rutherford County, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Attorney Lloyd presented to Council his review on the Town’s current Taxi Cab ordinance. He informed Council that North Carolina State Law allows municipalities to regulate taxis by ordinance if they so choose.  The municipality must set minimum requirements, those being a permitting process and proof of financial responsibility through satisfactory insurance coverage.  Attorney Lloyd stated the Town currently has Taxi ordinance in place. The Town’s current ordinance requires the applicant to meet the minimum state requirements along with an additional three step permitting process.  Town Manager Andrews informed Council the Town currently has a gentleman that is providing a shuttle service and would like to apply for a Taxi Cab permit. Attorney Lloyd recommended to Council, to allow the person to continue to operate as a for hire vehicle, with the appropriate tag, until Council adopts the amended Taxi Cab ordinance. Council directed Town Attorney Lloyd to draft a proposed amended Taxi Cab ordinance to present to Council at the August 5th, 2009, regularly scheduled council meeting. 
Being no further business, at 6:10 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 








________________________________









Mayor Sally Lesher

___________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
