STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

June 3, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Pro Tempore Bob Jones welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb and Christy Bare.   Mayor Sally Lesher was out of town.   Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews were also in attendance.
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Pro Tempore Jones recognized Councilmember Cobb for his achievement of twenty-two years service with Rutherford County’s Little League program. Councilmember Cobb was awarded Baseball Tomorrow’s National All Star Volunteer of the Year Award.  Bruce Waddingham from First United Methodist Church Rutherfordton reported to Council the success of the Inasmuch project that ministers to the local community through visitation, home repairs, prayer groups and children’s activities. Councilmember Cobb, on behalf of Scoggin’s Seafood and Steakhouse, thanked the Town for their Proclamation Celebrating their Fifty Years in business. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Councilmember Cobb made a motion to adopt the agenda with two additions, those being discussion of proposed FY 09/10 budget and request to close a portion of West Third Street during the Ruff’ton Live events, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of May 12, 2009 and May 21, 2009, as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Cobb requested clarification from Police Chief Lovelace on the number of traffic accidents for the prior month in correlation with tickets given for running of red lights. Police Chief Lovelace informed Council the number of traffic accidents was below average for the month reported and that he was not aware of any red light violations leading to the ticketed traffic accidents, but would look into it further. Town Manager Andrews informed Council a citizen of Rutherfordton who resides on North Meridian Street inquired as to whether a portion of North Meridian Street could be closed for personal use and family gathering on July 4th.   Council stated traditionally these request were not approved and took no action.  Finance Director Scherer presented to Council budget amendment number 0809-025: Clubhouse officer fee revenue be moved to salary and benefits line item. Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve budget amendment number 0809-025 as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Councilmember Jones reported the Transportation Committee met and reported that NCDOT will widen Bob Hardin Road, one to two feet on each side, from Edwards Street to Cox Road and will be completed prior to the new school year and also make the intersection at Edwards Street a three way stop. 
NEW BUSINESS

The first item and second items of New Business were the appointment(s) and reappointments(s) to various Town Boards and Committees. Councilmember Bare made a motion to appoint and reappoint the following list of names for the various positions, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. Council will place the Board of Adjustment position on the July agenda for the remaining appointment.

 COMMITTEE/BOARD
MEMBER




TERM
ABC Board


Greg Hodge




7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Parks and Recreation
Barbara Leddy



7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Parks and Recreation
Alan Carver




7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Parks and Recreation
Brian Strupp (filling the unexpired

7-1-09 to 6-30-10




term of Mike Stephenson)
Parks and Recreation
Linda Marsh (filling the unexpired

7-1-09 to 6-30-11




term of Kim King)
Parks and Recreation
John McMahan (Little League rep)
7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Planning and Zoning
Alex Bell




7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Planning and Zoning
Dennis Hill




7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Planning and Zoning
Donnie Hines



7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Recreation Trust Fund
Jack Huss Sr.



7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Recreation Trust Fund
Sherry Henderson



7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Historic Preservation


Commission


Anne Strupp




7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Historic Preservation

Commission


Stan Clements



7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Broad River Water

Authority


Mayor Sally Lesher



7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Rutherford Town 

Revitalization Board

Councilmember Jimmy Dancy

7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Rutherford Town 

Revitalization Board

Cindy Adair




7-1-09 to 6-30-12

Councilmember Cobb presented a recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Commission to include the Trails, Kiwanis and Streetscape group with the Parks and Recreation Commission for a total of seven members, to reduce the ex-officio members to one. The duties of the Parks and Recreation Commission be changed to an advisory committee versus a policy committee. Town Attorney Lloyd informed Council an ordinance amendment would be required to make this change in order to make this an advisory Committee.  Council asked Town Attorney Lloyd to draft a proposed ordinance, for their review and action, with the changes in duties and board members for the Parks and Recreation Committee.
Council discussed options for holding a Public Hearing and budget workshop for the proposed fiscal year 2009/2010 budget.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to set the Public Hearing for receiving comments on the proposed FY 2009/2020 budget, budget workshop for fiscal year 2009/2010, possible adoption of the FY 2009/2010 budget and to hold a special meeting to discuss two highway 221 by-pass options on Wednesday June 17th at 5:30 p.m., with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Community Development Director John McWhorter presented to Council a request to close a portion of West Third Street to carry any overflow crowd.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the closure of West Third Street from 4:00 to 9:00 for all five “Ruff ton” Live event dates, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Council held an extensive discussion on possible budget 2009/2010 issues to include Main Street District taxes, the Town’s reserve funds, salary versus contract position in the Community Development Department for the Promotions Coordinator and additional revenue options for the Town. No Council action was taken at this time and discussions will continue during the 2009/2010 budget workshop. 

Being no further business, at 6:50 p.m., Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn. 






________________________________








Mayor Sally Lesher

______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

