STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

May 4, 2011

The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Christy Bare, Terry Cobb and Bob Jones.  Councilmember Clements was absent from the meeting because of his mother’s surgery.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Councilmember Jones noted the empty seat of Councilmember Clements and stated that Mr. Clements’ mother had under gone heart surgery this day and asked for a moment of silence in her honor.
Mayor Dancy recognized the Girl Scouts as Volunteers of the Month. Troop Leader Terri Wells asked that each Girl Scout stand and introduce themselves.

Pete Dutcher with the Town’s Public Works Department was recognized for five years of service with the Town.

Barbara Leddy, volunteer Chairman with the Town’s Recreation Committee mentioned the possible reduction in funding for the PARTF program proposed by the NC State Legislature.  A draft resolution noting opposition to the reduction in funding for PARTF was presented to Council for their consideration.  Mayor Dancy urged all Councilmembers to individually contact their legislators to oppose the reduction in funding for PARTF.  Ms. Leddy said that our Senator Debbie Clary is on the Finance Committee and comments should be directed to her.
Bob Bourne with First United Methodist Church reported to Council on the success of their April 9th InAsMuch project.  The Church had one hundred sixty persons, comprising twenty teams participate.  The Church requests the Council think of a project the InAsMuch group can perform in Town next year.
Town resident Joe Simmons made a statement about a possible joint meeting with Spindale and why it was not on the agenda.  Through his studies he believes the Town has the funds to work with Spindale.

Ginger Dancy on behalf of the Hospital made an announcement about the name change for our hospital facility from Rutherford Hospital to Rutherford Regional Health Systems.  The specific hospital facility will be referred to as Rutherford Regional Medical Center.  The Hospital has realized over the years that the health system encompasses more than just the hospital building, and includes medical practices, home care division, and numerous other services.

DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of April 4, 2011; April 6, 2011; and April 13, 2011, as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Town Manager Karen Andrews introduced the new Town Clerk/Tax Collector/Accounting Technician, Pat Hardage.  Pat is a native of Rutherfordton and has returned to the area to live.
Public Works Director Keith Ward explained to Council how parking the truck used for sewer work, the smell of gasoline, etc. inside the garage building and having the break area for his department in the same location is unhealthy.  The Public Works employees have been inquiring about a possible break room that would be separated from the equipment and vehicles in the building.  The Department has located discarded and unusable scrap metal pieces and taken it to a salvage business, which has yielded about two thousand two hundred dollars.  PW Ward asked Council if he had their approval to use those funds to build a break room in the Public Works building.
Finance Director Rus Scherer presented two budget amendments for Council action: 1) place $2,387.10 in the Public Works Building and Grounds line item; 2) receipt of a donation for capital improvements at the golf course, placing $3,000 in the Golf Course Capital Improvement line item.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the two above stated budget amendments, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Manager Andrews reported about the ongoing dialogue with NC DOT concerning the 221 by-pass of Rutherfordton.  Official notice has been received that Green Street will remain open and the by-pass will bridge over the street.  The former Ruth School property will be impacted and a group of folks, representing numerous organizations, is working on a potential use of that property, perhaps as a visitor’s center.  The Town will be sending a letter to NC DOT about our concern of the ramp placement thru what is now the Veterans Clinic and how that would negatively impact the Town and County.

Lesley O’Connell, President of Rutherford Town Revitalization, reported on the upcoming MayFest.  She reported there will be more vendors at MayFest this year than in the past.

Mayor Dancy reported his attendance at a NCLM legislative update meeting, a housing summit hosted by IPDC and two grand opening ribbon cuttings.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

No committee reports were given.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mayor Dancy appointed the Golf Course Committee of Henry Giles as Chair, Tommy Walker, John McWhorter, Mel Bunch and Mayor Dancy will serve as an ex-officio member.  Mayor Dancy read the charge to the Committee, “The Golf Course Committee is to assess the current and future viability of the public golf course currently being operated on the Town’s property by Rutherfordton Golf Club, Inc., to study and investigate any and all alternatives for continued operation of the golf course, and make a report of its findings and recommendations to the Town Council.”
NEW BUSINESS
John Moore addressed Council seeking endorsement for the Rutherford County Community Development Credit Union, which is a type of credit union that specializes in low income credit loans.  This is for folks who cannot obtain loans from regular financial institutions.  The membership would be limited to residents of, and small businesses in, Rutherford County. The CDCU’s lending would focus on smaller, microloans (generally, under $40,000) for individuals and small businesses.  As a mutually owned non-profit, the CDCU would be owned by, and controlled by, CDCU members (its depositors).  As a financial institution focusing on smaller loans in the area, they would not compete with other banking companies in the area.  They are seeking the endorsement of a number of groups to demonstrate a community commitment to the project. 
There are presently six of this type credit unions operating in North Carolina.  
Councilmember Bare made a motion to endorse the concept of the Rutherford County Community Development Credit Union, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ellen Cantrell has requested two parking spaces be blocked off to allow for parking of the lift truck needed to paint her buildings at 173/175 North Main Street.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to allow the parking spaces to be blocked in order to facilitate the lift truck needed to paint the buildings at 173/175 North Main Street, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to enter into the audit contract with Burleson & Earley, PA for the FY 10-11 year, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Attorney David Lloyd told Council the next two agenda items deal with recommendations that came out of the Planning and Zoning Board’s meeting having to do with the former Rutherfordton Elementary School property.  The first is a recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Board to make an amendment to the UDO’s Table of Permissible Uses which specifically allows uses by community colleges to be a permitted conditional use in an R-2 District.  The second is the application for the Conditional Use Permit, if the Table of Permissible Uses is amended to allow such use.  
Councilmember Bare made a motion to set a public hearing for Wednesday, June 1, 2011, at 5:30 pm, to hear comments on the proposed amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance’s Table of Permissible Uses, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
Councilmember Jones made a motion to set a public hearing for Wednesday, June 1, 2011, at 5:30, to hear comments on the application for a Conditional Use Permit from Rutherford County Schools, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 1, 2011, at 5:30 pm, to hear comments on the proposed FY 2011-2012 budget, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council was reminded of their FY 2011-2012 budget review on Wednesday, May 11, 2011, at 6:00 pm.

Being no further business, at 6:36 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
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