STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

April 7, 2010
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting on this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Jimmy Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Stan Clements. Councilmember Jones was not present because of a family illness.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Dancy, on behalf of the Rutherfordton Town Council, recognized Police Chief Kevin Lovelace for his twenty years of service with the Town.  Mayor Dancy stated Kevin is a valuable asset to the Town of Rutherfordton and thanked him for everything he continues to do for the Town. A book, of Kevin’s choice, will be placed in the Norris Public Library by the Town Council in recognition of his service.  Mayor Dancy reminded everyone that April 11th - April 17th is National Library week and a time to celebrate contributions libraries make to our communities.  The Town of Rutherfordton is fortunate to have Norris Public Library with three great staff members and the support received from the Norris Library Foundation.
Jane Bell and Leslie Dinga informed Council of the new ice cream and coffee shop they would be opening on May 1st, located at 185 North Main Street. Henry Giles invited everyone to attend the 40th annual Kiwanis Auction to be held on Saturday, April 17th, 2010, starting at 9:00 a.m. held in the Town of Rutherfordton’s Public Works building. Bob Bourne, a representative of First United Methodist Church of Rutherfordton and the First Baptist Church of Rutherfordton, invited everyone to participate in the 3rd annual InAsMuch mission day on Saturday April 24th, 2010. Several projects will be completed inside the Town of Rutherfordton and throughout the County.  Town Manager Andrews informed Council the bottled water placed at their seats had been provided by Broad River Water Authority. The water was a gift from one of BRWA’s water customers.
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUNTES
Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve the March 3, 2010 minutes, as written, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Clements inquired about the vandalism at Crestview Park and also about repair work performed at the Rutherfordton Clubhouse. Public Works Director Keith Ward stated the vandalism had occurred in the new bathroom area and it has now been cleaned up and removed.  He also stated the holes patched in the Clubhouse should assist in reducing utility costs.   Community Development Director John McWhorter invited everyone to attend RTR’s upcoming fundraiser on April 17th dueling pianos and Mardi Gras and also reminded everyone of MayFest coming up on Saturday, May 1st.  Town Manager Andrews invited everyone to attend the Norris Library book sale on April 29th and 30th to be held at the Rutherfordton Town Hall in the Town Council room.  Finance Director Scherer presented the following two budget amendments for Council approval: (1) to receive payment from insurance claims and increase building repairs line to cover expense; and. (2) to receive payment from renter for damage sustained during rental at the clubhouse and recognize expense associated with repair.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the two above stated budget amendments as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Dancy reported the first Mayors meeting went well and was productive and stated he looks forward to the next meeting.   Lake Lure Mayor Bob Keith has volunteered to host the next Mayors’ meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council received an update from Kevin Dinga on the Hammer Time 5K and Fun Run to be held in conjunction with MayFest. Kevin informed Council he now has the required number of volunteers and the appropriate liability insurance needed for the event. Kevin also stated he worked with Lieutenant Marc Morgan of the Rutherfordton Police Department on the details of the race route ensuring the safest route possible has been selected.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve Kevin Dinga to hold the Hammer Time 5K and Fun Run on Saturday, May 1, 2010, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
NEW BUSINESS

The Rutherfordton Town Council presented the R-S Central High School Junior ROTC Rifle Team with a Certificate of Recognition for their hard work and outstanding performance in being named Champions of the Sporter Air Rifle National Championship.  The JROTC group will be hosting an Open House at their facility on Saturday, May 1st from 12 noon to 5:00 pm.
The Boy Scouts of Rutherford and Polk Counties presented to Council a request to “camp” in Kiwanis Park on Friday evening, April 30th, prior to their participation on Saturday at the Town’s annual MayFest celebration. Travis Walker, a representative from the Boy Scouts, stated approximately 100 Boy Scouts would be involved in the overnight camping and the Boy Scouts would provide their own restrooms for this event and would also be respectful of surrounding houses in the area as to keep the noise to a minimal level after dark. The Town has agreed to provide additional rollout garbage containers and recycling bins for this event. Councilmember Cobb made a motion to allow the Boy Scouts to overnight camp in Kiwanis Park the evening of Friday, April 30th, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Charles (Chuck) Buchanan requested Council approval of his Boy Scout Eagle project to be placed in the Rutherfordton Cemetery. Chuck stated that over the past year he worked closely with Community Development Director John McWhorter, Public Works Director Keith Ward and the Historic Preservation Commission to ensure all guidelines and recommendations set forth by the Town were followed.  Chuck’s stated his proposed Eagle Scout project would be in honor and memory of Veteran’s.  Councilmember Clements made a motion to allow Chuck Buchanan to place his Eagle Scout project in the Town’s Cemetery, the signs are to be placed within the area of the metal edging, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
Dennis Hill, a representative of the Rutherfordton Golf Club, requested additional monetary assistance from the Town of Rutherfordton. Mr. Hill provided three invoices totaling $6,824.21 for chemicals and fertilizer and stated these items had already been ordered based on a recommendation provided by an agronomist. The weather during the first quarter of 2010 was not good for golf play; hence the Golf Club is having a short fall of funds.  Council had discussion about the request and will address the issue during the upcoming budget workshops.                        

Lesley O’Connell, President of Rutherford Town Revitalization, made a request to Council to have a “Beer Garden” at MayFest, stating the Beer Garden would be similar to what was operated during the “Ruff’ton Live” events and would be held at the same location on West Second Street.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to allow RTR to have a “Beer Garden” on West Second Street, during the MayFest, Saturday, May 1, 2010, from 12 noon until 5:00 pm, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.  Councilmember Cobb requested RTR to report to Council as to how the “Beer Garden” worked out.
Council discussed the possible development of an ordinance prohibiting domestic animals from the Crestview Park Tennis and Basketball Courts.  Council passed the information to Town Attorney David Lloyd in order for him to research and prepare an ordinance to be presented to Council for review at the May Council meeting and possible adoption at the June Council meeting.  Town Attorney Lloyd stated an ordinance needed to be adopted and a sign posted at the location and then the police could enforce the ordinance.  Councilmember Cobb suggested that the picnic shelter area be added to the ordinance as a place that animals would not be allowed. It was also suggested that folks be required to pick up after their animals as well.
Council reviewed an agreement to join the NC Municipal Environmental Assessment Coalition Study endorsed by the North Carolina League of Municipalities. The NCLM is requesting local municipalities to participate in this assessment, to be performed by the firm Stearns & Wheeler, in order help establish policies to lessen the financial impact on municipalities and have a cost estimate on the proposed regulations concerning water quality standards. This study will hopefully give the NC League of Municipalities information on which they can lobby NC DENR.  It was Council’s consensus to place this item on the May agenda to allow additional time for review. 
Councilmember Clements made a motion to accept the donation of lighting fixtures for Norris Library and to send a thank you letter to Camp Electric noting such, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Council was reminded of a combined meeting with the Spindale Board of Commissioners to be held on April 12th, 2010, at 6:00 pm in the upstairs meeting room of the Spindale House.  
Council set the first fiscal year 2010/2011 budget workshop on April 28th, 2010 at 6:00 p.m., upstairs in the Woodrow Jones Building. 

Being no further business, at 7:44 pm, Councilmember Cobb made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
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Mayor Jimmy Dancy
___________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
