STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

April 6, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance was Town Manager Karen Andrews.  
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order.  Councilmember Dancy reminded everyone the 39th annual Kiwanis Auction will be held on April 18th at the Public Works building and invited everyone to attend. Mayor Lesher recognized Finance Officer Rus Scherer for his five years of employment with the Town and thanked him for his hard work and dedication.  A lighting ceremony for the newly installed ball field lights will be held at Crestview Park on Tuesday, April 7th at 7:00. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda with item number 13, Consideration of changing the day and/or time for the regular Council meetings, being discussed after closed session, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of March 2, 2009 and March 16, 2009, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Cobb inspected Town Parks for safety issues, informed the Public Works Department of his findings and reported to Council all repairs have been made. Councilmember Jones inquired about plaques that were previously stored at the Rutherfordton Clubhouse prior to the renovation. Public Works Assistant Director Pete Dutcher informed Council that any items no longer being stored at the Rutherfordton Clubhouse were now being stored at the Public Works maintenance building. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

There were no committee reports at this time. 
NEW BUSINESS

Vickie Harrison updated Council on preparation for MayFest to be held on Saturday, May 2, 2009. Gears and Gables will start off the event at 8:00 am. Several live bands will perform. Coca-Cola will be the official drink sponsor of the event with all proceeds from drink sales going to R-S Central High School. Also, all food vendors will be located in a Food Court in the courthouse parking lot. Rutherford Weekly will provide a children’s area.  A petting zoo will be sponsored by HomeTown Festivals and the Rutherfordton MayFest location will be included on the sponsor’s website. A shuttle will be running between downtown and Crestview Park for any interested baseball tournament participants wishing to attend the MayFest events. The day will end with Rush for the Gold, a scavenger hunt throughout the Town. 
Community Development Director McWhorter thanked Lynn Padgett and Robin Lattimore for their hard work and efforts on the Rutherfordton Visitors and Information Center located in the lobby of Rutherfordton Town Hall. Council was updated on the proposed “Jammin” on 2nd Street event. Fox Distribution has been contacted for official sponsorship of this event. The event will be held the first Thursday of May, June, July, September and October. Council took no action on the closing of West Second Street. 
Councilmember Jones made a motion to request that Duke Energy place two street lights along Hutchins Drive, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the application for a Community Oriented Policing Services grant, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the Project Budget Ordinance for Manhole Rehabilitation, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Cobb made a motion to adopt the Resolution on Treatment of Credit Reports Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act and that Council reviewed the requirements for the Identity Theft Protection and Prevention Program outlined by the Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction Act of 2003 and determined that the Town was exempt from these requirements as the Town did not act as a “creditor”, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the Resolution to Administer the Flexible Benefit Plan for the employees of the Town of Rutherfordton, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Cobb made a motion to reappoint Councilmember Jones to serve as the Town’s representative on the Board of Directors for Isothermal Planning and Development Commission, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Council discussed the expansion of the membership of the Parks and Recreation Commission to include the addition of the Trails Committee. It was Council consensus to send this recommendation to the Parks and Recreation Commission for discussion and possible action. 
Council reviewed the purpose of the Town’s Appearance Committee. No action was taken. 
No action was taken on setting the date for the budget workshop. Council will revisit at a later date.  

Council will meet May 21st from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm for continuation of Strategic Team Planning and How to Be Effective budget workshop. 

At 8:02 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session under G.S. 143-318.11 – Contractual agreements, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
At 8:22 pm, Councilmember Bare made a motion to enter into open session, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.                                          

Councilmember Bare made a motion to set a Special Meeting of Council on Thursday April 9, 2009 at 8:00 am, to appoint a Town Attorney and set a new date and time for the regularly scheduled Town Council meeting. , with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Being no further business, at 8:30 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Mayor Sally Lesher

______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 Council entered into Closed Session to discuss a possible contractual agreement with a new Town Attorney.  Council reviewed the proposals submitted by six attorneys/law firms concerning their desire to contract with the Town as their attorney.  Council asked Mayor Lesher to contact their choice for Town Attorney and present the contractual offer.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

____________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

