STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

March 03, 2010
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Terry Cobb, Bob Jones, Christy Bare and Stan Clements. Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews were also in attendance.
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Dancy recognized Jason Matheny, a firefighter with the Rutherfordton Fire Department, for his five years of service with the Town.  Jason has completed Rescue Technician, Emergency Driver Operator and Fire Instructor certifications. Thomas Graham of Spindale presented to Council a proposal that local elected officials (or delegates), from the towns and the county, meet for a collegial, joint brainstorming session about creating jobs in Rutherford County. Mr. Graham stated he would volunteer to facilitate this event. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the amended agenda as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of January 27, February 3, and February 10, 2010 as written, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Mayor Dancy thanked Public Works, Fire and Police Departments for their preparedness during the past snows.  Councilmember Jones thanked TM Andrews for the information about the paving of Maple Street and Ridgecrest Avenue by NC DOT.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Dancy reported the Recreation Trust Fund met and discussed future plans. 
NEW BUSINESS

Kevin Dinga, a senior at RS Central High School, brought to Council a request to hold a 5K race and one mile fun run in conjunction with the Town’s annual May Fest celebration on Saturday, May 1st, 2010.  This race would be part of the fieldwork required for his senior project. Habitat for Humanity will receive 80% of proceeds and Rutherford Town Revitalization will receive 20% of proceeds of the monies collected for registration fees for the race.  The name of the race would be the Hammer Time 5K. The 5K would begin at 9:00 am and the fun run would begin at 10:00 am.  Kevin reported he had already met with the RTR Board and has their support for this event.  Kevin also stated he had the appropriate insurance waivers for the runners and the waivers would be included with the registration form. Kevin presented his proposed 5K route to Council for their discussion and approval.  Council discussed several additional options for the race route. Police Chief Lovelace stated his concerns with the number of police officers and volunteers needed for this event and advised that more volunteers were needed for traffic control during the race than Mr. Dinga has proposed. Also Mr. Dinga will need to provide traffic cones and barricades for the race, as the Town’s traffic devices are being used during the festival.  Attorney David Lloyd stated the Town would need to contact its liability insurance carrier to verify this event would be covered as a Town sponsored event. Council instructed Kevin Dinga to coordinate the preparation of this event with Lieutenant Marc Morgan and report back to Council at the April 7th Council meeting with the details of the race.  Council will take action to officially approve the race during their April meeting.  
Community Development Director McWhorter presented to former Mayor Sally Lesher a certificate from North Carolina’s Main Street program recognizing her as the Town’s Main Street Champion for all of her work for the Town and for the Main Street Organization.  Community Development Director McWhorter also presented an award to Mayor Jimmy Dancy and the Rutherfordton Town Council from North Carolina Main Street program a special recognition award in the category of Best Innovation for the History and Heritage display located in the foyer of the Rutherfordton Town Hall.  
Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Resolution affirming the Town’s support of and partnership with the 2010 Census, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. The Town will notify all of its employees of the importance of completing and returning Census information.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Jones made a motion to allow use of the Town’s Cemetery for the community Easter sunrise service on Sunday, April 4th, 2010, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to request of NC DOT the road closure of Main Street for the MayFest Celebration from 6:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Saturday May 1st, 2010, from Charlotte Road to West Sixth Street, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

It was consensus of Council to propose a meeting day of Monday, April 12th, 2010, for a jointly held meeting of the Rutherfordton and Spindale elected officials.  Council requested that the meeting begin at 6 pm and a time frame of one hour to one hour thirty minutes, and a proposed agenda be given prior to the meeting. TM Andrews was to present this information to the Town Manager of Spindale.
Mayor Dancy proposed to Council the beginning of a “Town Volunteer of the Month Award.”  He would like for Councilmembers and Department Heads to nominate individuals/groups whom they feel deserve recognition for their time and service spent volunteering for the Town of Rutherfordton.  Mayor Dancy would like this award to be selected by a committee of himself, Town Manager Andrews and a Town Councilmember.  The Councilmembers would rotate each month serving on this committee.  Any award nominations should be given to TM Andrews or Mayor Dancy.   Councilmember Bare said she would serve as the Council representative for the first month.  Mayor Dancy thanked everyone for their support of this recognition and said this submission of names will begin immediately.  
Councilmember Jones made a motion to award the bid for repaving of Green Street to Tri City Paving, Inc in the amount of $64,935.00, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Town Manager Karen Andrews and Community Development Director John McWhorter met with Benny Hendrix, Operations Manager for Rutherford County Schools, and heard the school’s request that the Town consider taking over the grounds maintenance at the former Rutherfordton Elementary School.  Council discussed the need of the green space for the Town versus the cost of maintaining this space. Public Works Director Keith Ward stated it would cost an estimate of $3,000 just to repair the present playground equipment and to place playground approved mulch.  If the Town agrees to this proposal, the Town of Rutherfordton would sign an agreement to maintain the grounds for a specified period of time and in exchange would be able to use this area to apply for green space grants and funding.  After each Councilmember expressed their thoughts and concerns, there was no action taken. 

At 6:49 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) Attorney/Client consultation, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session at 7:10 pm, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Jones suggested the Rutherfordton Kiwanis Club pay something toward their weekly use of the Clubhouse.  Councilmember Bare said that the adopted Council policy stated the Rutherfordton Garden Club and the Rutherfordton Kiwanis Club not be charged a Clubhouse rental fee for their meetings because of the past history and current practices of donations of work and materials that each organization has given and continues to give to the Town and community.
Being no further business, at 7:15 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 







________________________________
__________________________


Mayor Jimmy Dancy

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION
Closed session was held to allow Council to discuss with the Town Attorney concerns raised by the Town Attorney over the handling of the Crestview Park rental policy.  Town Attorney Lloyd advised that Council should avoid waiving established policy, and recommended that Council consider changing policy instead.  Council asked Town Attorney Lloyd to work on proposed rental policies for Crestview Park and the Rutherfordton Clubhouse for future discussion.
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Mayor Jimmy Dancy

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

