STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

March 2, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting on this day at 4:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  The meeting was held at 4 pm because of adverse weather conditions.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Christy Bare, Jimmy Dancy, Bob Jones and Terry Cobb.  Also in attendance was Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher called for a moment of silence to honor and reflect on the passing of Town Attorney Louis Nanney. Louis had been the Town Attorney since 1982; and the entire Council and Mayor expressed their thoughts on the superior job performed by him.  Mayor Lesher and Councilmembers noted the confidence the staff and the elected body had with Louis and the wonderful guidance and counsel he had provided to the Town and the community throughout the years.

Dan Hegamen, on behalf of the Rutherfordton Kiwanis Club, thanked the Town Council and Clubhouse Committee for the use of the Rutherfordton Clubhouse for the Kiwanis Club weekly meetings. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda, with the addition of a request for use of the Town cemetery by local churches for an Easter Sunrise Service, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to amend the Council meeting minutes of February 2, 2009, to read “the Rutherfordton Clubhouse will be available for rental between the hours of 8 am and 2 pm, Monday through Thursday at the rate of $100”, and approve the remainder of the minutes, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Finance Director Rus Scherer presented the following budget amendment to Council: (1) Based on the 7/2/08 letter indicating Stonecutter would “give favorable consideration” on requests in 2009 & 2010 for $15,000 each to use these funds to pay the final invoice to Holland and Hamrick in the amount of $12,000.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to accept the pledge from Stonecutter Foundation to be paid out over next two fiscal years, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Mayor Lesher thanked Councilmember Cobb and Public Works Director Ward for their hard work and efforts with the ball field lighting at Crestview Park. Council discussed advertising for the Town Attorney position. Consensus of Council was to publish the Request for Proposals for a new Town attorney in the local newspaper and to advertise online.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Jones reported the Transportation Committee continues to meet. Mayor Lesher reported the Historic Preservation Commission continues to meet. 
NEW BUSINESS
Patricia Kuess and Richard Burke, representatives of SWEEP, presented to Council a request for a portion of funds received via the State rebates to be used for recycling needs. These funds would go towards the purchase of portable recycling trailers which could be used at all Town events and also at the local schools. Councilmember Bare made a motion to give SWEEP half of the funds from the tipping fee rebates from the Town’s first two quarter payments, with Councilmember Jones seconding. 
Josh King, of Isothermal Planning and Development, presented to Council an Amended Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the Rural Planning Organization (RPO).  Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the amended Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Rural Planning Organization, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Councilmember Jones made a motion to place a 15 minute Loading/Unloading space at the corner of West First and North Washington Streets, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to ask NC DOT for the temporary closing of Main Street on May 2, 2009 for the Town’s MayFest Celebration, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

During the September 2, 2008, Council meeting Alan Herrick, representing Gears & Gables, made a presentation to Council concerning the upcoming cycling event.  Council agreed to support this event in the form of a Resolution. Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Proclamation in support of the Gears & Gables cycling event, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the Resolution supporting a Veteran Government bond, Stamp, and coin program, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
After extensive Council discussion, Councilmember Bare made a motion to allow IRS designated not for profit groups use the Rutherfordton Clubhouse, with appropriate charges, for fundraising efforts that benefit the community and is not exclusive, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Council directed staff to document all requests that are made to use all Town facilities for fundraising efforts.
Council directed staff to rewrite an ordinance prohibiting solicitation in residential areas of Town. 

Council was reminded of a Management Team workshop on Monday, March 16, 2009 from 8:30 am until 12 noon at the Rutherfordton Town Hall. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to allow local churches to use the Town’s Municipal Cemetery for Sunrise Easter Services on Sunday, April 12, 2009. 
Being no further business, at 5:25 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
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______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
