STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

February 2, 2011
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Bob Jones, Christy Bare, Terry Cobb and Stan Clements.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME
Mayor Dancy recognized Brandon Harrill, who has been employed with the Town of Rutherfordton’s Fire Department for five years. Brandon is a great employee and an asset to the Rutherfordton Fire Department. Jessica Moss, Director of KidSenses Museum, requested support from the community in contacting government officials on behalf of the Grassroots Science Museum Collaborative funding, which currently provides approximately 30% of KidSenses’ annual funding. Ms. Moss reports this continued funding source is in possible jeopardy due to the current political climate. Since the opening of KidSenses Museum there have been over 270,000 visitors to the Museum and it is estimated each visitor spends $14 in the local economy. Councilmember Cobb wished his grandmother, Ruby Cobb, a Happy 99th Birthday.  
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Mayor Dancy requested the deletion of item number one, Recommendation from the Recreation Trust Fund for the Golf Club, on the agenda. Town Manager Andrews requested the possible addition for the adoption of two resolutions to be placed as the last item of New Business. Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda, as amended, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of January 5, 2011 as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Public Works Director Keith Ward stated that the Town cleans up and treats overgrowth located at the curb of Charlotte Road and Hardee’s. This is owned by the State but in an effort to keep the Town entranceways looking good, our Public Works Department keeps this area maintained.  Town Manager Andrews informed Council of two pieces of property (.16 acres), located on Nevada Street in Spindale that the Town of Rutherfordton owns.  This property had been used by Regtrol/Watts Regulator to dump by-products in previous years.  A firm is currently in the process of cleaning up this property at no cost to the Town. This property was donated to the Town by the Carpenter family in 1985.  Librarian Pat Hardin shared with Council the February issue of Our State Magazine which featured several pictures of the Town’s Norris Public Library. Police Chief Lovelace informed Council that the Police Department recently passed the Division of Criminal Information Audit (DCI), which allows our officers access to criminal information nationally. This audit checks officer records, timeliness of reports being submitted and officer training.  Fire Chief Tommy Blanton informed Council that a request has been made from the Town of Spindale to perform their fire inspections, on a requested basis, for a three month period, but no more than six months. Town Attorney Lloyd has drafted a written agreement for a temporary period of three months but no longer than six months, with a written request from the Town of Spindale and a charge of $10 per inspection, same fee charged in Rutherfordton.  Councilmember Clements commended Finance Director Scherer on the semi-annual budget report submitted to Council and also commended department heads on their diligence in keeping the budget on track.  Cindy Adair stated that RTR had made an $80 investment in ads promoting the downtown area and has already received numerous calls from these ads. Cindy also stated the first RTR/Merchant mixer was very successful and that she had attended the Main Street Conference in Shelby and made several good networking contacts. A fundraiser is scheduled for RTR on March 18th and MayFest applications are already being received. Finance Director Scherer presented to Council a budget amendment for receipt of grant funds for Kenneth Appling (JD’s Sports Bar and Grill) for the building reuse grant. This is a flow through grant. Councilmember Bare made a motion to increase 10-3842-0000 and 10-4100-4640 by $48,000, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously.       
COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Recreation and Recreation Trust Fund Committees will hold a combined meeting on February 10th at the Rutherfordton Town Hall.  At that point in time, all recreation projects throughout the Town will be looked at and evaluated for prioritization for the 2011/2012 Town budget. IPDC met and will hold their annual meeting in May in which the Rutherfordton Town Council will be formally invited. 
NEW BUSINESS
The first item of New Business was the request made by Doug Grondahl to Town Council to apply for the operation of amusements being two 8’x4’ billiard tables in their establishment at 109 West Second Street (the area previously used as a coffee shop). The location of the tables meets the specifications of the ordinance, with the pool tables being visible from outside the building.  Mr. Grondahl stated the hours of operation would fall within the allowable time frame per the ordinance and he understood the painted curtains located in the windows in that area would need to be removed prior to placement of the billiard tables. Councilmember Clements made a motion to approve the Application for a License to Operate Amusements submitted by Doug and Cindy Grondahl, being two billiard tables as outlined in the application, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
The second item of New Business is the discussion and direction for developing a  419(e) plan. Finance Director Scherer presented to Council a plan design that would allow money to be contributed to an irrevocable trust fund to be used for long term health care expenses upon retirement. This plan differs from a traditional retiree health insurance plan in that this plan would be a cash dollar figure that would limit the liability of the Town to whatever is in the fund at that time and that the fund is built up over the term of the employment period. This plan would be funded by savings seen off of health insurance plan change. The next step would be to begin working with a specialized attorney to implement a rough draft of the plan with an initial cost estimate of $2,500-$3,000.  Police Chief Lovelace stated he has lost four key employees due to no health coverage upon retirement. Discussion also covered several basic elements of the plan design.  It was the consensus of Council that the health insurance budget would be set by applying a medical inflation factor to the claims budget each year and then soliciting quotes on a traditional PPO plan every two to three years to gauge the market rate and maintain the integrity of the reported savings between the hybrid HRA plan and a traditional PPO plan.  There was also general agreement to establish a set percentage of the “claims savings to budget” that would be used to fund the retirement health care plan rather than leaving the actual contribution to simple discretion each year.  Council also agrees the service criteria used by the Local Government Retirement System (as of February 2, 2011) would be used to determine eligibility and the funds may be handled in-house during the first few years of the plan. After extensive Council discussion, it was Council consensus to move forward with the 419e plan and for Finance Director Scherer to contact a qualified attorney that specializes in health benefits to draft the plan for Council approval. 
The Board of the Norris Library Foundation is holding an Open House at the Norris Library on Sunday, February 20th, from 2:00-4:00 pm. The Open House is in celebration of the Our State Magazine recognition and the renovation of the children’s book area and the new lighting throughout the library and the new internet positions. The public is invited to attend this celebration.

Council was reminded of the combined meeting with the Spindale Commissioners re storm water. It will be held on Monday, February 28th, at 6:00 pm, in the upstairs of the Spindale House. 

Mr. Bill Wells from the Lions Club has contacted the Town to request permission for the Lions Club to solicit funds at the intersection of Charlotte Road and Highway 74/Railroad Avenue.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt an Application for Permit to Solicit Charitable Contributions in the Roadway, with a $25 application fee (per day per event), as allowed by NCGS 20-175(e), and to allow the Lions Club to solicit charitable contributions as outlined in NCGS 20-175(e), with a $25 application fee (per day per event), and that this application process in the future will be handled by staff, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Mike Tanner, representing Communities in Schools, has arranged to have The Choice Bus come to Rutherford County March 22-25, 2011. The Choice Bus is “a powerful dropout prevention tool”. This is one of the tools used by the Mattie C. Stewart Foundation to help educators highlight the consequences of dropping out of school.  The request is to place the Choice Bus in front of KidSenses on Tuesday March 22nd, with the Bus being parked from 5:15-8:15pm. Councilmember Jones made motion to allow parking in front of KidSenses for The Choice Bus on Tuesday, March 22nd, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Town Manager Andrews presented two resolutions for Council consideration: one a Resolution for a Joint Wastewater Feasibility Study and Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study and the second a Resolution for a Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study.  The resolutions were both presented for adoption, because at this time NCDENR CG&L has not outlined the requirements for possible funding.  WK Dickson the engineering firm that is working on a scope of services for a feasibility study for a possible combined wastewater treatment system for Spindale and Rutherfordton has requested both resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt both resolutions presented, with the final use of whichever one resolution is appropriate to be used, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
At 7:18 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of Attorney/Client privilege and asked that Police Chief Lovelace be included in the Closed Session, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Dancy requested a five minute recess.
At 7:26 pm, Council entered into Closed Session.
Councilmember Jones made a motion at 7:36 pm, to enter into Open Session, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Being no further business, at 7:36 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Holly Davis, Town Clerk
CLOSED SESSION

Town Attorney, David Lloyd, after reviewing additional information concerning the Town’s noise ordinance, provided Council with his advice regarding this ordinance and its enforcement.
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