STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

February 2, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance was Town Manager Karen Andrews.  
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher presented to Council a letter from the Rutherfordton Presbyterian Church and Ministers from the Churches in Rutherfordton thanking the Rutherfordton Town Council and Rutherfordton Police Department for their assistance with the Martin Luther King Day Parade held in downtown Rutherfordton. Chuck Buchanan and Jonathan Tomerlin were present at the Council meeting as a part of continuing work towards  their Scout Merit Badge as part of Troop 132.
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the minutes of January 5, 2009 as written, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Finance Officer Scherer presented two budget amendments for Council approval: (1) Sale of Clubhouse surplus items in the amount of $648.82 with Revenue going towards Clubhouse renovation budget. (2) Receipt of Rural Center Grant for Manhole Rehabilitation & Corresponding Match in the amount of $180,000. Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the above stated budget amendments with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Jones reported the Cemetery Committee had met and discussed the possibility of a columbarium and or a place for internment of ashes at the Rutherfordton cemetery and decided to put a hold on this project until next budget year. Mayor Lesher reported the ad hoc committee met and are currently reviewing the green line and 221 by-pass study.  The Library Board met and will provide funding for a space planner to evaluate the Norris Public Library.  Councilmember Cobb reported the weather has hindered the light project at Crestview Park and has an estimated completion date of two to three weeks depending on the weather. 
NEW BUSINESS

The first item of New Business was the approval of the FY 2007-2008 audit that was presented to Council for their review at the January 5, 2009 Council meeting. Councilmember Jones made a motion to accept the FY 2007-2008 audit for the Town of Rutherfordton as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

  

After brief Council discussion, it was Council consensus to instruct Town Manager Andrews to make appropriate changes to a NCDOT letter to include encouragement for a timely decision to be made as to the route of the proposed by-pass and also the Town’s support for one of the four route options. 
  

Fire Chief Blanton provided Council information concerning fitness requirements for the Town’s firefighters and statistics concerning firefighter deaths.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve a fitness program for all career firefighters, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

  

Based on a recommendation from Police Chief Lovelace, Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve a change in speed limit for Pine Street from 35mph to 25mph, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

  

The next item for discussion was the review of Clubhouse Rules and Regulations and Fee schedule. Councilmember Bare and Mayor Lesher expressed their concern that the Town has not had adequate time to asses true revenue forecast for Clubhouse rentals. Council directed staff to continue to evaluate costs and rentals at the Rutherfordton Clubhouse. Council also discussed the use of the Clubhouse for Profit Ventures. Town Manager Andrews stated that historically the Town has not approved private use of public property for private gain. After brief discussion, Council elected to continue with the current Town policy prohibiting the use of Town facilities for profit use. Councilmember Jones made a motion to set a rate for weekday rentals Monday through Thursday at the rate of $100 for 8:00 am and 2:00 pm, $185  for 2pm – Midnight or all day on Monday – Thursday, and $225 for any use on weekend days (Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Holidays. with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Council directed Town Manager Andrews to gather further information in reference to a request to adopt a Resolution for Veteran Government Bond, Stamp and Coin Program.  
Council set the date for the next Strategic Planning Session for March 16th, 2009 from 8:30 am to 12:00 noon. 
At 8:22 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of contract negotiation, acquisition of real property and a personnel issue, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  
At 9:38 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into open session and adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Council discussed the possible purchase of three parcels of property, gave direction to staff concerning negotiations concerning the “Green Line” connection with Lake Lure, and heard a concern about a Town employee.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

____________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

