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TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

December 7, 2011

The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular and organizational meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present: Stan Clements, Christy Bare, Terry Cobb and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Chris Beebe, Rector of St. Francis Episcopal Church, introduced herself and said she and her husband have been in the community for about six months and are delighted to be here.
Gayle Clayton thanked whoever was responsible for repairing the lights downtown.

DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve the minutes of November 2, 2011, as written, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Councilmember Clements commented on the final bid of $3,800 that was received on the old bucket truck recently sold on Gov.deals.

Councilmember Cobb said he understood the Public Works Department is working as quickly as possible to pick up leaves throughout the Town and he asked for the public’s patience as the leaves will be picked up.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

RTR Board President, Doug Grondahl, reported during the month of December RTR and the downtown merchants are sponsoring “Friday nights with Santa in the Park”.  The local merchants are keeping their stores open from 5 pm until 8 pm on those Friday evenings.  The merchants and RTR are becoming involved in the 225th Anniversary Committee, to assist with the celebration in 2012.
Henry Giles, Chair of the Golf Course Study Committee, had no report.

Dave Covington, President of the Rutherfordton Golf Club, reported the Club is in better financial shape, as well as the course itself being in better playing condition.  Volunteers have been doing a great deal of the work needed at the golf course.

Mayor Dancy reported a meeting with area mayors, several weeks ago with NCLM Legislative Liaison, Kelli Kukura.  In the coming weeks there will be a meeting held with the area mayors and State Representative Mike Hager.
NEW BUSINESS

The first item of New Business is the recognition of the service of Councilmember Bob Jones.  Mayor Dancy noted that he and Mr. Jones came on the Council at the same time.  Mayor Dancy thanked Mr. Jones for his service to the Town and its citizens and presented a plaque to Councilmember Jones which reads:
Presented to

Bobby E. Jones

In Recognition and Appreciation of

Your Years of Service as a

Council Member for the

Town of Rutherfordton, North Carolina

December 3, 2001 to December 7, 2011

Councilmember Jones said he did reach the conclusion, after much thought, that he would not seek reelection.  Mr. Jones thanked the voters who placed him in office for three terms: first being elected to fill an unexpired term for two-years, and then being elected twice for a four year term.  Mr. Jones said he was very honored to have served the citizens and that public service is what it is all about.  All present thanked Mr. Jones with a round of applause.
The Honorable Laura A. Powell issued the Oath of Office to Pat S. Hardage, to serve as the Town’s Tax Collector and Town Clerk.

The Oath of Office was issued by Judge Powell to incoming Councilmember Henry C.  Giles and Councilmember Christy Bare.

The Abstract of Votes cast at the general election held Tuesday, November 8, 2011, for the Town of Rutherfordton, NC for Councilmember seats was received.  The results are as follows:

For Councilmember (4 year term)


Henry Giles

Total 372 votes


Christy Bare

Total 246 votes


Dennis Clark Hill
Total 182 votes


Roger Maxwell
Total 139 votes


Mel Bunch

Total 128 votes


Write-In

Total 3 votes

A few minutes of recess were held to allow the press to take photos of those being sworn into office.

Mayor Dancy gave each newly installed Councilmember an opportunity to speak.  Councilmember Bare expressed her thanks for everyone who voted, whether for her or another candidate as voting is a right and one that we must exercise.  Ms. Bare said she is excited about serving for the next four years.
Councilmember Giles said this is a wonderful country in which to live, with the people being the government.  Mr. Giles thanked the voters of the Town in giving him their vote of confidence and he pledged to give his best efforts.  He has looked at ways to be involved in the community since moving to Rutherfordton over nine years ago and he appreciates being welcomed to this community with open arms.  Mr. Giles pledged to his fellow Councilmembers to be forth right in his deeds, thoughts and decision making.  He wants to be a part of the team and looks forward to the next four years.
The next item of new business as the newly seated Council was to hold its organizational meeting.  Mayor Dancy thanked Councilmember Clements for his service over the past two years as Mayor Pro Tempore.
Councilmember Clements made a motion to appoint Councilmember Henry Giles, the person receiving the most votes in the November 8th election, as the Mayor Pro Tempore, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to re-appoint David Lloyd as Town Attorney, Karen Andrews as Town Manager, and to appoint Pat Hardage as Town Clerk, with Councilmember Giles seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council decided to continue with the same meeting day and time as presently observed.

The presentation of the FY 2010-2011 audit by Bronwyn Burleson, CPA with Burleson & Earley, PA was the next business item.  Ms. Burleson reported the audit copy which Council has is the final draft of the audit as submitted to the Local Government Commission (LGC).  Once the LGC has accepted the audit a bound copy will be given to each Councilmember. The audit shows the Town is financially sound and the CPA firm issued an unqualified opinion.  Ms. Burleson recommends the Management Discussion and Analysis (M, D & A) section of the audit needs to be read, if Council chooses not to read any other portion of the audit.  The M, D & A is a narrative presentation of the financials for the year, which include some summary statements.  Ms. Burleson said if Council should have any questions about the audit to please contact Finance Director Rus Scherer and or herself.  Ms. Burleson explained the difference between full accrual and modified accrual presentations of financial information, since both are used in the Town’s statements.   Ms. Burleson noted several  changes made because of GASB 54 and several other items. Unassigned fund balance for the General Fund was $1,368,800, or 44% of the total general fund expenditure for the fiscal year.  This was an increase of $47,415 from the prior year.  The Sewer Enterprise Fund had operating income of $106,454.  Council will take action to accept the audit, once the Local Government Commission has made their comments and approval.
Co-Chair of the 225th Anniversary Committee, Frankie McWhorter, gave an up-date on some of the ideas being developed by the Committee and the funding needed to move forward.  A proposed budget for the year-long celebration was presented to Council for their consideration, which includes signage, promotional/printing/advertising, fund raising/commemorative coins and other miscellaneous expenses.  Mayor Dancy and Councilmember Clements both spoke about the importance of the upcoming 225th Anniversary.   Ms. McWhorter said additional fundraising efforts will be made to support the celebration year, also the funds collected from the sale of the commemorative coins being given to the Town. Councilmember Clements made a motion to take from unassigned fund balance $15,146.00 to be used to underwrite the expense for the events of the 225th Anniversary Committee and funds raised by the Committee be returned to the Town to off-set this expense, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Giles asked that his Council salary, through June 2012, be given in support of the 225th Anniversary expenses.  Finance Director Scherer said he will have the documents readied to make that donation possible.

North Carolina General Statute 58-86-25 requires all certified fire departments submit a complete roster of eligible firefighters annually.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to certify the roster of eligible firefighters for the Rutherfordton Fire Department, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Former Councilmember Jones had asked to be replaced on two boards for which he represented the Town.  Those two boards are: 1) the Board of Directors for Isothermal Planning and Development Commission; and 2) the Regional Planning Organization’s Transportation Advisory Committee.

Councilmember Clements made a motion to appoint Councilmember Henry Giles to fill the unexpired term to represent the Town on the Board of Directors for Isothermal Planning and Development Commission, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Clements made a motion to appoint Councilmember Henry Giles to fill the unexpired term to represent the Town on the RPO’s Transportation Advisory Committee, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Manager Andrews reminded Council of possible upcoming workshops: Friday, January 20, 2012, for a Budgetopolis workshop; and Saturday, January 21, 2012, for a Mission / Vision discussion for the upcoming budget year.  As plans are confirmed TM Andrews will keep Council informed.
At 7:33 pm, Councilmember Cobb made a motion to enter into Closed Session per G.S. 143-318.11 Attorney / Client Privilege and for Economic Development Incentive, and to ask that Police Chief Kevin Lovelace be included in the Closed Session, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

After a short recess Closed Session began at 7:43 pm.

Council entered into Open Session at 8:55 pm and being no further business, Councilmember Bare made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.








______________________________

____________________________


Mayor Jimmy G. Dancy

Karen E. Andrews, Town Manager

CLOSED SESSION

Council heard from Police Chief Lovelace and Town Attorney Lloyd about specifics of the Town’s Noise Ordinance.  Council instructed Mr. Lloyd to review the Ordinance and return with several options for their review.  Council heard from TM Andrews about possible questions dealing with a Permit for Occupancy.  After a second request from a developer for additional economic development incentives, Council instructed TM Andrews to contact the developer and advise there is no desire to grant additional incentives.







_____________________________

_____________________________


Mayor Jimmy G. Dancy

Karen E. Andrews, Town Manager
