STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

December 2, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular and organizational meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.  
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher recognized Fire Department employee Robbie Samuel for 5 years service with the Town. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda, as presented, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of November 4, 2009, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Finance Director Scherer presented to Council a budget amendment number 0910-04: Grants for Body Armour totaling $4,041. Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve budget amendment number 0910-04 as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Planning and Development Director John McWhorter presented to Council a request from Rutherford Town Revitalization to use the Rutherfordton Clubhouse, at no cost, for an upcoming fundraiser event. After Council discussion, Council directed staff to gather additional information on the use of the Rutherfordton Clubhouse, and other Town owned facilities, for fundraising by a component unit of the Town. This item will be placed on the January 2010 Council agenda. 
Councilmember Jones asked that Council be refreshed on the relationship between the Town and the ABC Board, perhaps during the audit presentation from the CPA.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Jones reported the Isothermal Planning and Development Commission Board of Directors met and decided to remove the proposed Salary Survey from their agenda, because of a lack of funds to meet the salary needs. 
NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Sally Lesher thanked the citizens of Rutherfordton for the honor and privilege of serving as their Mayor for the past twelve years.  She also thanked the Council and said it has been a pleasure serving with them.  Mayor Lesher expressed her gratitude for the Town staff and a very special thanks to her family and especially her husband, Don, for their support.  Mayor Lesher read a public purpose doctrine she has found very helpful.
Town Manager Andrews presented Dr. Don Lesher with a token of appreciation for the sharing of his spouse with the Town for the past fourteen years, and his support of her work.

Town Manager Andrews thanked outgoing Mayor Sally Lesher for her dedicated service to the Town for the past fourteen years.  Presented to Mayor Lesher was an engraved necklace, which had her initials on the front and on the back the dates of her service to the Town.

Judicial District Court Judge Laura Powell issued the Oaths of Office to incoming Mayor Jimmy Dancy and incoming Councilmember Stan Clements and Councilmember Terry Cobb.
Councilmember Jones and Bare thanked former Mayor Lesher for her work with the Town.  Councilmember Cobb thanked the citizens of the Town for re-electing him to the Council.  Councilmember Clements thanked everyone for having the Town in such a good position and especially the leadership of former Mayor Lesher.  Mayor Dancy thanked former Mayor Lesher for her dedicated service and her devotion to the Town.  He also thanked her for keeping the Council and staff motivated and moving forward.  Mayor Dancy said he looked forward to serving as Mayor and he thanked his wife, Ginger, for her support.  
The abstract of votes cast at the general election held Tuesday November 3, 2009, for the Town of Rutherfordton, NC for Mayor and Councilmember seats was received. The results are as follows:

For Mayor (4 year term)

Jimmy G. Dancy
Total 369 votes

       
Darlene Harmon
Total 241 votes

Write-In

Total 2 votes

For Councilmember (4 year term)


Stan L. Clements
Total 408 votes


Terry D. Cobb
Total 343 votes


Dennis Clark Hill
Total 338 votes


Gloria L. Higgins
Total 47 votes


Write-In

Total 6 votes 

The next item of new business as the newly seated Council was to hold its organizational meeting. Mayor Dancy stated the following appointments were needed: Mayor Pro Tempore, Town Attorney, Town Manager and Town Clerk. Councilmember Jones made a motion to appoint Councilmember Clements as Mayor Pro Tempore, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to re-appoint David Lloyd as Town Attorney; Karen Andrews as Town Manager; and Holly Davis as Town Clerk, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Council took a five minute recess to allow family and friends present for the swearing in ceremony, to leave if they wished to do so.

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the Resolution recognizing the work of Mayor Sally Lesher, with one change being the removal of the word “soul” and the addition of the word “essence”, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

RESOLUTION

of APPRECIATION 

MAYOR SALLY LESHER

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA


WHEREAS, Sally Payne Lesher has faithfully served as an elected official for the Town of Rutherfordton, North Carolina, for the past fourteen years; and


WHEREAS, Sally Lesher served as a Rutherfordton Councilmember from December 5, 1995 to December 1, 1997; and


WHEREAS, Sally Lesher served as Mayor of Rutherfordton from December 1, 1997 to December 2, 2009; and


WHEREAS, prior to becoming an elected official for the Town, she also served on numerous Town Committees and Boards; and


WHEREAS, some of the items accomplished during her terms of service include, but are not limited to: purchase of the water system from Duke Energy and the forming of the Broad River Water Authority; the development and beginning the implementation of a Town Master Plan; the development and formation of the Rutherfordton Historic Preservation Commission;  relocation of Town Hall to Main Street; numerous voluntary annexations;  the upgrade of Town park areas; enhancing the partnership and cooperation between the Management Team and Council; greater recognition and appreciation of Town staff and their role in creating the essence of Rutherfordton; and other numerous accomplishments; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BASED ON THE FOREGOING, the Rutherfordton Town Council does hereby adopt this Resolution of Appreciation for Sally Payne Lesher in recognition of her fair and diplomatic negotiation skills, her leadership and vision, and her extraordinary dedication and unwavering commitment toward making Rutherfordton a better place to work, live and play, and in connection therewith:

1. The Town Clerk is directed to spread this Resolution of Appreciation upon the minutes of the governing body of the Town of Rutherfordton and to cause to be presented to Sally Lesher a certified copy of this resolution.

2. This the 2nd day of December, 2009.

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

ATTEST:





__________________________








       Mayor Jimmy Dancy

________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

Bronwyn Burleson, CPA with Burleson & Early, PA presented a draft of the FY 2008-2009 audit.  Ms. Burleson informed Council that the bound copy of the audit would be provided once final review notice is received from the Local Government Commission.  The audit shows the Town is financially sound and the CPA firm issued an unqualified opinion.  Council will take action to accept the audit, once the Local Government Commission has made their comments, during their January 2010 Council meeting.  TM Andrews reported the Town Council appoints the members of the ABC Board and is a component unit of the Town’s audit.  Ms. Burleson said the ABC Board does have an independent audit and they are responsible to the North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission for the running of this ABC store.
Council received a request from Rutherford Housing Partnership for parking along Mitchell Street for a fund raising project. Councilmember Jones made a motion to allow parking from 1 pm to 4 pm, December 19 and 20, on the East side of Mitchell Street between West Court and Maple Streets, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
North Carolina General Statute 58-86-25 requires that all certified fire departments submit a complete roster of eligible firefighters annually.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to certify the roster of eligible firefighters for the Rutherfordton Fire Department, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Planning and Development Director John McWhorter presented to Council a Resolution in Support of locating the Overmountain Victory Trial Headquarters at Ruth School.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the Resolution in Support of locating the Overmountain Victory Trail Headquarters at Ruth School, with a copy going to the United States Park Service, and amended to also include our representatives in the United States Congress, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Council consensus was to set a Revenue Workshop on January 27th at 5:30 pm at the Rutherfordton Town Hall. 
Mayor Dancy reported that he would be meeting with the mayors from the three larger municipalities in the County in the near future.

Being no further business, at 6:56 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 







________________________________








Mayor Jimmy Dancy

_________________________________


Holly Davis, Town Clerk

