STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

November 5, 2007

The Rutherfordton Town Council held a public hearing and its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

A resident of the Town raised the question as to whether the Town had any plans of purchasing skate park equipment in the future and what the current Town Ordinance stated in reference to skate boarding inside the Town limits. Mayor Lesher stated in the past the Town had maintained a skate park but due to vandalism and numerous police calls the park was closed and the equipment sold.  Mayor Lesher requested the residents provide Town Manager Andrews with their names and contact numbers and the Town would be willing to listen to suggestions and possible options concerning a skate park.
Councilmember Jones informed Council that First Baptist Church served over 700 hotdogs during Trick or Treat on Main Street. Mayor Lesher commended Ruth Colnot; the merchants of Rutherfordton and Town Hall for a job well done on this year’s annual Trick or Treat on Main Street.
Mayor Lesher and Town Council recognized and applauded Jason Matheny, a Town of Rutherfordton firefighter, for his courageous efforts in rescuing a gentleman from a house fire.
Councilmember Dancy reminded everyone Tuesday, November 6, 2007 is Election Day and encouraged everyone to vote.
Mayor Lesher, on behalf of the entire Council, recognized Charlotte Ruppe for five years of service with the Town. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda with one addition of acceptance of the wastewater flow from the White Oak development, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of October 1, 2007, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
PUBLIC HEARING

At 7:15 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing open to consider possible application by the Town for a Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant for the purpose of renovation, construction, and repair projects at Crestview Park pertaining to field lighting for the three (3) Little League Fields and one (1) Senior League Field and for the construction of new restroom facilities.  Donna Cobb, a citizen of the Town of Rutherfordton and the Rutherfordton Little League Board of Directors Chairperson, made a request for the Town to move forward with the PARTF Grant application for the lighting of the ball fields at Crestview Park but to exclude the renovations of the bathroom facilities with a commitment from the Town to fund the renovations of the restroom facilities to be completed by Spring of 2008. Councilmember Dancy asked about the use of Crestview Park for a pick up and drop off location for Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy. A concerned citizen stated the restroom facilities were not in an acceptable condition for children to use while at the park on school field trips.  Hearing no further comments about this issue, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing closed at 7:18 pm.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Finance Officer Rus Scherer presented two budget amendments for approval: (1) Move funds budgeted to rent a lift from Promotions account 10-4300-6010 to Public Work Capital Outlay account 10-5600-5500 in the amount of $1,250.00. (2) Authorize funds from fund balance appropriation account 10-3991-0000 in the amount of $1,400.00 to pay 11% of utilities based on the square footage occupied in the Woodrow Jones Building by the Community Development Department.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the above mentioned budget amendments, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  
Mayor Lesher recognized Town Clerk Holly Davis for her election to the North Carolina Association of Business Licensing Officials Board of Directors for District Four.  Finance Officer Scherer informed Council the Town website would be online with an estimated date of November 12, 2007. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Lesher stated the Historic Preservation Committee and Community Development Board met and are moving along well. Mayor Lesher informed Council the Neighborhood Committee has not met but if neighbors would like additional assistance in their neighborhood to contact her.  Councilmember Jones reported the Isothermal Planning and Development Committee and Transportation Committee will be meeting the following week.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item for discussion is the possible PARTF grant application. The Recreation Committee recommended to Council that the funding for the bathroom facilities at Crestview Park not be included in the PARTF grant application with the Council committing to move ahead with the application process for the lighting and looking into funding resources for the required match of approximately $160,000. The Committee also recommended the Town provide a temporary repair for the lighting of the ball fields.  Chuck Nance from Isothermal Planning and Development offered Council guidance on the process of applying for the PARTF grant. 
Council discussed possible temporary lighting solutions for the ball fields at Crestview Park and will re-visit once additional quotes are received to repair the existing lighting. 
After extensive discussion, Council consensus was to request funds from the Recreational Trust Fund in order to assist with the funding of the bathrooms at Crestview Park.
The next item for discussion is the placement of a sidewalk to connect the existing sidewalks from Main to N. Washington Streets. After brief discussion, Council decided to place this item on December agenda once additional information is received from NC DOT. 

Council discussed the use of Town property for a fund raiser by a not for profit group.  Council directed staff to research permitted uses of parks and recreational areas in other Towns. 
Councilmember Dancy made a motion to authorize staff to write a letter to White Oak in reference to acceptance of the wastewater from their development, subject to the approval of the Town Attorney, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
NEW BUSINESS

Council received a petition from business owners and residents located in the area of East Court Street and Cleghorn Street to place a four-way stop at that intersection. Council directed staff to contact NC DOT to further study this area to determine if a four-way stop would be beneficial. 
Councilmember Bare made a motion to set a public hearing on Monday, December 3, 2007, to consider a rezoning request from Rutherford Hospital, with Councilmember          Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Council instructed this request be sent to the Town’s Planning and Zoning Board for their review and recommendation.
Councilmember Bare made a motion to ratify a phone vote to accept the domestic wastewater flow from the new Rutherfordton Elementary School, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
At 8:16 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of Attorney/Client privilege and Economic Development, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. After a short break, Closed Session began at 8:24 pm.
At 9:11pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion enter into Open Session and adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
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Mayor Sally Lesher

_______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Council discussed possible incentives for Brent Washburn’s development on Union Road.  Discussion was held as to conditions for sewer billing for Aallied Die Casting.  Council discussed the possible purchase of property and instructed Town staff concerning same.
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