STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

October 7, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.  
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Councilmember Dancy thanked everyone that took part in the Town’s annual October Fest. Mayor Lesher commented on the success of the last “Ruff’ton Live” event to be held this year. Fire Chief Blanton stated that October was Fire Prevention Month. Librarian Pat Hardin informed Council the Library book sale was a success and estimated $1,400 in revenue. Dennis Hill congratulated the RS Central football team on being the County Champions.          
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda with one addition being New Business item number 8, Approval of letter to Rutherford County School Board pertaining to the former Rutherfordton Elementary School building, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of September 2, 2009, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Finance Director Scherer presented two budget amendments for Council approval: (1) Membership fee for Chamber of Commerce in the amount of $220 annually; (2) Purchase of additional recycle bins in the amount of $3,296. Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the above stated budget amendments as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Police Chief Kevin Lovelace informed Council the Rutherfordton Police Department has been awarded the Governor’s Highway Safety Grant in the amount of $10,000, with the Town being responsible for twenty five percent (25%) of the grant funding.  Mayor Lesher congratulated the Police Department on receiving this grant. Police Chief Lovelace brought to Council a request from Star Touring and Riding, a motorcycle group that participates in local fundraising efforts. Sonya Yelton, a representative from the group, requested to be allowed to include a Feed the Children’s Truck as part of the procession that will be traveling through the downtown area on November 14th.   Several Town businesses have participated in this effort.   A Town ordinance does not currently allow tractor trailer trucks on Main Street. Councilmember Jones made a motion to allow suspension of the Town Ordinance for a one hour period on November 14th, 2009 to permit the Feed the Children’s Truck to be a part of the motorcycle procession, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Councilmember Cobb requested revenue/expense information on “Ruff’ton Live” events be given to Council at the November meeting. 

At the request of Councilmember Jones, Town Attorney Lloyd briefly explained to Council what options the Town would have in removal of nuisance properties located inside the Town limits.  No action was taken and Council will revisit at a later date once they have reviewed the particular property to which Councilmember Jones referred, which is located on Elm Street.  
Planning and Development Director McWhorter informed Council of two possible grant programs which would be available to property owners in the Main Street District of Main Street communities within the upcoming year.  Additional information will be provided to Council and Main Street property owners once the grant requirements are available. 

Town Manager Andrews reminded Council the US Census Bureau will be conducting the nationwide census on April 1st, 2010. By consensus of Council a Resolution in support of the census will be placed on the March 2010 agenda. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Library Board met to discuss the Norris Library Study completed by Rich Rosenthal. The Historic Preservation Committee met and discussed signage and a lighting request. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Town Attorney Lloyd expressed his approval in the revised easement request from Broad River Water Authority. Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the revised easement with Broad River Water Authority to allow the water line placement at the entrance of the roadway leading to the Town’s wastewater treatment facility, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
NEW BUSINESS
The first item of New Business is the award of the contract for sewer manhole rehabilitation. Councilmember Jones made a motion to award the manhole rehabilitation and slip lining project in the amount of $144,300 to BlytheCo Construction LLC., with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The next item of New Business is the review and to receive the Norris Library Study completed by Rich Rosenthal. The Norris Library Board will be using Foundation Funds to make improvements to interior areas of the Library based on recommendations in this study. Councilmember Jones made a motion to receive the Evaluation and Series of Recommendations for the Future of the Norris Public Library as prepared by Rich Rosenthal, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council directed Town Manager Andrews to prepare a thank you letter to Norris Foundation Library Board for their fundraising efforts for the Norris Public Library. 
Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Resolution Opposing Various Electricity Rate increases by Duke Energy in the State of North Carolina, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

The Town of Rutherfordton would like to prepare a thorough financial plan and rate study for its wastewater and collection and treatment enterprise. If the Town is approved for the Planning Grant Program through the NC Rural Center, the Town’s portion of the project would be $6,667.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt a Resolution to Request Grant Assistance from the NC Rural Center for a Planning Grant Project, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Town Manager Andrews presented to Council a draft letter to NC DOT pertaining to concerns discussed during the August 4th meeting with NC DOT representatives concerning the two alternatives for the 221 by-pass project. The letter included notification to NC DOT of the Town’s contract with the Town of Ruth to provide fire service for their municipality and the importance of Green Street as a through street for emergency response needs.  It was Council consensus to approve and send the letter to NC DOT concerning the two alternatives for the 221 by-pass project. 
Planning and Development Director McWhorter drafted a letter to NC DOT in response to notification from The Louis Berger Group pertaining to a possible bridge closure on Highway 64. Town Manager Andrews stated she would prepare the letter on Town letterhead for Council signatures. 
Council discussed a planned Revenue Workshop to be held on October 21st, at 5:30 pm. After extensive Council discussion, Council decided to cancel the Revenue Workshop. 
Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve and send the revised draft of the letter to Rutherford County School Board pertaining to the maintenance of the former Rutherfordton Elementary School building, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
At 6:38 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session under G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) – Attorney/Client, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  After a brief recess Council entered into Closed Session at 6:42 pm. 
Being no further business, at 7:02 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 







________________________________
_________________________________

Mayor Sally Lesher
Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 Council entered into Closed Session to discuss Attorney/Client matters.  Town Attorney David Lloyd presented for Council review and direction, a letter addressed to Mr. Hunt Cowan referencing a procedural question.  Council directed Town Attorney Lloyd to mail the letter to Mr. Cowan.  
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Mayor Sally Lesher

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

