STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

October 1, 2007

The Rutherfordton Town Council held a public hearing and its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher, on behalf of the entire Council, recognized Brian Harrill for 20 years of service with the Town. Councilmember Dancy welcomed Bob Jones back from a brief illness and stay at Carolina’s Medical Center in Charlotte. Mayor Lesher reminded everyone of the Fall Festival to be held on Saturday October 6th, 2007 on Main Street in Rutherfordton.
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda with the addition of discussion of using Town property for a non-profit fund raiser, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of September 10, 2007, as written, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Mayor Lesher commended Public Works Director Keith Ward on the department’s safety record announcing there had been no injuries in the past year. Town Manager Andrews reported that Kevin Schilling of Doc’s Ice Cream requested and was approved for a sidewalk encroachment to begin at 2:00 pm on Tuesday September, 25 and to end at midnight on Thursday, October 4, 2007.  Public Works Director Ward brought to Council’s attention a bucket truck available for purchase in the amount of $2,500 to be used by the Public Works department and work for other Town departments. The cost for the purchase would be split between the Public Works and Community Development Departments.  Council consensus was to purchase the bucket truck. Finance Officer Rus Scherer will present a budget amendment for approval at the November Council meeting for the purchase of the bucket truck. Mayor Lesher wished Public Works Superintendent Keith Ward a Happy Birthday. Mayor Lesher congratulated Council-candidate Mike Davis on being awarded the Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Lesher reported the Historic Preservation Commission met and walked through historic downtown Rutherfordton. The Community Development Board met and discussed the possibility of lunch walking loops in downtown Rutherfordton which would provide safe walking in the downtown areas of Rutherfordton convenient to folks during their lunch breaks.  Councilmember Bare reported the Clubhouse Committee met today with architect Chuck Hamrick. Councilmember Bare informed Council that within two weeks the final plans for the renovation of the Clubhouse will be completed and available for council viewing. Bids will be awarded by Council in mid November. Councilmember Bare informed the Council that the Clubhouse Committee had just successfully completed their annual audit of Clubhouse funds. Councilmember Dancy questioned the possibility of time restraints on the PARTF Grant and also whether or not the Town has met it’s obligation for a portion of the funds for the renovation. Finance Officer Scherer informed Council that a progress check on the renovation of the Clubhouse is made every six months to ensure receipt of the PARTF Grant.  There will be an upcoming Recreation Committee meeting to discuss the lights at Crestview Park.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item for discussion is to review and approve the proposed sign policy changes. After brief discussion, Councilmember Dancy made a motion to adopt the Guidelines for Issuance of a Special Sign Permit, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
The second discussion item was the expenditure for the purchase of the Mater Plan Brochure.  Councilmember Dancy made a motion to have printed 500 brochures at a cost of $2.25 equaling $1,125 to come from the Master Plan line item, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

North Carolina State University has presented Council with a Memorandum of Agreement for design assistance with Kiwanis Park and the streetscape projects as outlined in the Master Plan and discussed in the Community Development Board and September Council meeting. The cost for both projects would total $12,652.50 to come from the Master Plan line item. After brief Council discussion, Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the above mentioned agreement between the Town of Rutherfordton and NCSU College of Design, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the Resolution/Proclamation for Recognition of the 60th Anniversary of Hill’s Hardware, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  

The second item of discussion is the possible application of a PARTF grant for restrooms and field lights at Crestview Park.  Several quotes have been provided to the Town and additional fees for wiring and relocation of power lines will need to be considered.  Chuck Nance from Isothermal Planning and Development Commission will assist in preparing the PARTF grant application for the Town. The Town would be required to match 50% of the cost. After extensive Council discussion, Councilmember Jones made a motion to set a Public Hearing for the November Council meeting for consideration of the application of the PARTF grant, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Council discussed the option of a sidewalk placement from Grayson Drive to Mountain Street. Town Manager Andrews reported that representatives from NCDOT had inquired whether the Town would be willing to pay for half the cost of the project. Council directed Town Manager Andrews to contact NCDOT to receive additional information and inform them of the Town’s interest on placing a 5 foot wide sidewalk from Domino’s to the existing sidewalk on South Washington Street. 
Councilmember Christy Bare brought to Councils’ attention a request from the Rutherfordton Women’s League to hold a fundraiser at Kiwanis Park. Fundraising on Town property for organizations not associated with the Town has not been previously allowed. Mayor Lesher stated Council needs additional time to consider this option and place on November agenda. 
At 8:25 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into closed session for the purpose of Attorney/Client privilege and Economic Development, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

At 9:22 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion enter into Open Session and adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
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Mayor Sally Lesher

_______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Council discussed contractual arrangements and received advice from Town Attorney Nanney concerning sewer billing for Aallied Die Casting; permit for occupancy with Foothills Connect; status of White Oak development; and status of Park Crossing development.  Council considered the possible purchase of property adjacent to the present Town Cemetery and an incentive agreement with Brent Washburn.  Council received an update on the status and discussed a possible agreement between the County and the Town to accept the sewer transportation line from the new Rutherfordton Elementary School.
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