STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

October 6, 2010
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting and a public hearing on this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Bob Jones, Stan Clements, Terry Cobb and Christy Bare.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Dancy recognized the Staff and Volunteers of the Rutherfordton Fire Department as the Town’s volunteer(s) of the month. The following personnel accepted the recognition on behalf of all the fire staff and volunteers: Fire Chief Tommy Blanton, Firefighter Robbie Samuel and Firefighter Tommy Harmon, along with fire volunteers Kevin Lovelace and Donald Hutchins. This nomination was submitted by Councilmember Terry Cobb. Councilmember Cobb praised the Town’s firefighters for their dedication and outstanding support to the community. Fire Chief Blanton also recognized William Hawkins, who was present, for his 42 years of service as a volunteer firefighter for the Town. Fire Chief Blanton stated the Rutherfordton Fire Department “Team Bulldogs” placed first in the County’s 2nd Annual Firefighter Challenge with Brian Harrill and Doug Higgins placing third in the tandem competition and Robbie Samuel placing first and Billy Samuel placing third in the individual competitions. 
Jessica Moss, KidSenses Museum Director, invited everyone to attend the 6th annual celebration to be held at the Carolina Event and Conference Center in Forest City on October 23rd, 2010. The Celebration will consist of a supper club and event tickets are $400 for a table of eight or $50 per person.  A raffle will also be held for a culinary adventure package. All are invited to attend. Ginger Dancy, Volunteer Coordinator for Rutherford Hospital, informed Council of several upcoming hospital activities associated with Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the agenda, as presented, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the minutes of September 1st, as written, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING
At 5:41 pm, Mayor Dancy declared the public hearing open and stated the purpose of this hearing is to discuss funds available through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, especially from the Small Business Entrepreneurial Assistance Program.  Teresa Spires, with Isothermal Planning and Development Commission (IPDC), said that CDBG funds are provided to the state by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  The funds are administered at the state level by the NC Department of Commerce through the Division of Community Assistance and the Commerce Finance Center. The State of North Carolina receives approximately forty-eight million dollars for this program. The Division of Community Assistance receives approximately 80% of the funds with the Commerce Finance Center receiving approximately 20% of the funds to be used for economic development activities. The particular project being discussed at this public hearing is a Small Business Entrepreneurial Assistance Grant.  These types of grants are available through the Division of Community Assistance as part of the community economic development effort. DCA will have two million dollars available through the Small Business Entrepreneurial Grant with applications submitted between October 18th and December 3rd 2010, for 2011 funding.  These funds can be used to assist existing small businesses to expand or create new jobs.  An eligible business is one that has been in operation for at least one year, has at least one employee but fewer than 100 employees. Eligible activities include infrastructure improvement, purchase of land, construction or renovation of building(s), leasing space or purchase of a new building, purchase of capital equipment and providing job training that can be linked to specific jobs are also considered eligible activities.  Projects must create at least one job for each $25,000 in funding. Companies are required to sign a legally binding commitment with the Local Government that would obligate them to repay any funds for jobs not created.  At least 70% of jobs created must be filled by people who are low or moderate income which would be 80% or below the median income for Rutherford County.  The company has to agree to survey employees for this information and to track this information and provide documentation that is satisfactory to the Division of Community Assistance. In addition, the Local Government has to agree to create and nurture an entrepreneurial environment in the community, of which five thousand dollars is included in the grant to assist the Local Government.  This can include planning, training, coordinating meetings about the needs of the entrepreneurial community, etc.  The maximum grant request is $250,000 and the minimum grant request is $150,000.  Ms. Spires stated this is the first of two public hearings needed and verified that the first public hearing covers any additional grants submitted prior to the deadline.  The first public hearing is about the general grant guidelines, with the second public hearing being specific to the project applying for the grant.  Scott Burns, new manager at Morrow Enterprises, stated the business currently has eight employees and approximately 8,000 customers and they would like to renovate the facility to bring it up to current John Deere standards and add internet based sales. Councilmember Jones questioned whether or not John Deere had provided a list of criteria to Morrow Enterprises in order for the business to be brought up to current standards.  Mr. Burns stated they do not, at the current time, but are working towards establishing these criteria. Ms. Spires clarified that no retention of employees is required for grant approval.  However, companies must report hired employees to the Employment Security Commission.  She also stated there are claw backs if the jobs are not created at all, or if the low to moderate income percentage is not met, or if the company doesn’t create the jobs as stated in their application.  Hearing no further comments or questions, at 5:58 pm, Mayor Dancy declared the public hearing closed. 
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Cindy Adair reported the Hilltop Fall Festival was a huge success and was happy the weather cooperated. She also stated the number of vendors this year was limited in order to open up additional space for businesses on Main Street. Local merchants reported having a great turn out. Plans for next year will be under way in January and additional water and power sources will be looked at in the future in order to allow the festival to grow.  A new 5K race timer will considered for future events.  The RTR Board is looking into creating a position for a local merchant liaison. Mayor Dancy thanked everyone involved in the Hilltop Fall Festival for making it such a great success.  Librarian Pat Hardin stated the Book Sale was a success and the Library is already gathering books for the next sale. She also thanked the Public Works Department for their assistance to set up and tear down for the event.  Finance Director Scherer presented the following two budget amendments for Council approval: (1) to record receipt of payment from Hal Davis to pay for ad expense associated with the closing of part of Woodland Circle coming from account 10-4100-4400 going to account 10-3839-0000 in the amount of $467.51; (2) to complete Waterworks Road Lift station project began and budgeted in FY 09/10 and recognize grant and loan revenue for the project- Capital Outlay 60-7135-5500 in the amount of $155,095.00 and Grant Revenue 60-3842-0000 in the amount of $150,000.00 and Installment Purchase Proceeds 60-3830-0000 in the amount of $5,095.00.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve the above stated budget amendments, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Councilmember Jones asked about speeding on North Washington Street.  Police Chief Lovelace informed Council that he had increased officers in that area.  The Town is currently working with NCDOT in putting up additional signs in the area. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Dancy and Town Manager Andrews attended a meeting along with a County representative in reference to the Bechtler Film Project with UNC-TV, a PBS station.  The Town has committed $25,000 over a five year period towards this project.  Public Broadcasting Service is working to move forward with the Bechtler Gold Project for a documentary. The County has approved UNC-TV moving ahead with the video. 
Mayor Dancy and Town Manager Andrews have also been attending meetings concerning broadband connectivity within the County.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Town Attorney David Lloyd reviewed the use policy for Crestview Park.  After Council discussion the following changes were made: Number 5 was changed to read “Fundraising and for-profit activities are strictly limited to the purposes the facilities were designed for or closely related activities.” And Number 4 was changed to read “The tennis courts and basketball courts are not available for hourly rental.  The courts may be reserved on a daily basis of $150 per day.”  Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the presented policy, with the above stated changes, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. The final document will be included in the Council materials for their November meeting. 
The next item of Unfinished Business is the review and adoption of the revised solid waste fee schedule. After discussion, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the solid waste fee schedule with the following monthly fees: Garbage - $6.20 and Recycling $6.20, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Bare made a motion to set a public hearing for Wednesday, November 3, 2010, at 5:30 pm, to receive the application submission from Morrow Enterprises for a CDBG grant from the Small Business Entrepreneurial Assistance Program, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to have a book placed in the Norris Library in memory of the late W.O. “Bill” Wells, who served as the Town’s Fire Chief, Councilmember and Mayor; with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
The Town received a request from Curt Hall, owner of the new business under development on Central Street, for additional handicapped parking. Councilmember Clements made a motion to designate a new handicap parking space in the Central Street parking lot as long as the space is in compliance with ADA standards, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Being no further business, at 7:10 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.






________________________________
                                                                           Mayor Jimmy Dancy
______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
