STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

January 5, 2011
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Stan Clements, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones. Town Attorney David Lloyd and Town Manager Karen Andrews were also in attendance.
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Dancy recognized The Jericho Road Soup Kitchen founders and volunteers as the Volunteers of the Month. The soup kitchen was started in February 2004 by Helen and Bobby Lynch along with about ten folks from the community.  Located at St. Gabriel’s Church, the soup kitchen is open each Wednesday and now serves approximately 150 persons per week. Rutherfordton Presbyterian Church, Saint Francis Episcopal Church and St. John’s AME church also lend their support of the soup kitchen by funding and volunteers. Helen and Bobby Lynch were present to accept this award and thanked all volunteers involved.  Dr. Charles Sayre, owner of Rutherford Spine and Injury Clinic, invited everyone to attend his open house to be held on Friday, January 14th, 2011 at 11:30 am.  Bret Guy, owner of 2nd Street Café, thanked Mayor Dancy for his assistance with the Giving Tree Celebration that was held to assist needy families in the community over the holidays. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of December 1st, 2010 as amended (that amendment being a correction to the spelling of the name of Bret Guy), with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Mayor Dancy thanked Public Works Director Keith Ward for the hard work and long hours his employees put in to keep the streets of Rutherfordton clear over the holidays.  Town Manager Andrews stated she also had received numerous calls from citizens expressing appreciation for the Public Works Department in keeping the streets clear. Town Manager Andrews reminded Council of the joint meeting with the Town of Spindale on Monday night at 6:00 pm in the Spindale House. This meeting is for informational purposes and will cover the Storm Water Application process, David Odom and representatives from the State will be present. JD’s Sports Bar and Grill will hold a grand opening on Sunday, January 9th, at 1:00 pm. Town Manager Andrews informed Council NCDOT contacted the Town and has recognized the Town’s concerns that the proposed location of the ramp onto Charlotte Road from the 221 by pass was not ideal and a new location is currently being planned. This change in ramp placement will leave the Rutherford Square Shopping Center intact. Councilmember Jones complimented Town staff on excellent budgeting over the past five months. Librarian Pat Hardin shared information stating the Norris Public Library was contacted by Our State Magazine as one of ten historic libraries in North Carolina. An article and accompanying pictures will be in the February 2011 issue of Our State Magazine.  Public Works Director Keith Ward informed Council that one of the department’s old trash trucks is now being used as a recycle truck and it is working out very well. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Dancy reported the Recreation Trust Fund had met and had a recommendation for Council on this agenda.  Councilmember Jones reported IPDC Board will meet on January 11, 2011 to elect new officers. 
UFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item of Unfinished Business is the additional discussion and review of parking spaces on West Second Street. Chief Kevin Lovelace stated he supported two hour parking on the first eight spaces starting at Main Street. Councilmember Bare made a motion to designate the first eight spaces, starting at Main Street and heading west down 2nd Street as two hour parking in accordance with current statute and place appropriate signage along parking spaces with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Council directed staff to contact the Courthouse and businesses along Second Street and notify them of the new parking regulation.
NEW BUSINESS 

Patricia Kuess, a representative of SWEEP, presented to Council an update on the recycling program throughout the County. Ms. Kuess stated that as of November, 2010, 30.85 tons of recyclable materials had been picked up resulting in a savings of $3,822 to taxpayers. She hopes to continue to expand the recycling efforts in Rutherfordton and throughout the County and thanked the Rutherfordton Town Council for their support in these efforts. 
Bronwyn Burleson, CPA with Burleson & Early, PA, presented the Town’s FY 2009-2010 audit and stated to Council an unqualified opinion/clean opinion was sent to the Local Government Commission and the Town’s audit has been approved by the LGC. Councilmember Jones made a motion to accept the approved FY2009-2010 audit, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
The Recreation Trust Fund Committee met on December 13, 2010, and discussed the possibility of the Trust Fund loaning funds from its principal to the General Fund of the Town.  This loan would benefit the Town because the interest payments that would have otherwise gone to a bank will now go to the Recreation Trust Fund. The Recreation Trust Fund Committee made the recommendation to allow the Town to borrow $59,500 from the principal of the Recreation Trust Fund, with a term of three years and an interest rate of four percent. Councilmember Bare made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Recreation Trust Fund, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

North Carolina General Statute 58-86-25 requires that all certified fire departments submit a complete roster of eligible firefighters annually. Councilmember Jones made a motion to certify the roster of eligible firefighters for the Town of Rutherfordton Fire Department, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

At 6:41 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to move into Closed Session, pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (3) – Attorney Client privilege and to request that Police Chief Kevin Lovelace be asked to attend the Closed Session, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Mayor Dancy asked for a five minute recess before the start of the Closed Session.

At 6:46 pm, Council entered into Closed Session.

At 7:23 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Being no further business, at 7:23 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Mayor Jimmy Dancy
______________________
Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION
Town Attorney, David Lloyd, gave the Council legal advice with regard to the enforcement of the Town’s noise ordinance.  Council requested an opportunity to review information concerning the noise ordinance, and revisit the subject of its enforcement in closed session at the next meeting.
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Mayor Jimmy Dancy
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