STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

January 5, 2009
The Rutherfordton Town Council held a public hearing and its regular meeting on this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Sally Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Christy Bare, Jimmy Dancy, Bob Jones and Terry Cobb.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher congratulated Attorney Louis Nanney on his recent nuptials over the holiday and also Town Manager Andrews on her recent engagement. Mayor Lesher informed Council she received an email notifying the Town that the Charlotte Census Bureau invited the Rutherfordton Town Council to attend an open house on January 12, 2009, and the Census Bureau would be hiring for temporary work starting in April 2009.  Councilmember Dancy stated Duke Energy would be holding a public hearing at Chase High School on January 15 concerning the Duke Cliffside Plant and a representative from the Town Council is invited to attend. NC DOT will be holding a corridor public hearing concerning the 221 by-pass around Rutherfordton on January 26, 2009 at RS Central High School. The 221 by-pass maps will be available for viewing from 4-6:30 pm, with a formal presentation from NC DOT following at 7:00 p.m. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda, deleting item number six, Review and possible approval for street paving, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of December 1, 2008, as written, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING
At 7:05 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing open for the continuation of the recessed public hearing held on Monday, December 1, 2008, to consider (1) the designation of a historic district pursuant to NCGS 160A-400.4 upon the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission of the Town of Rutherfordton and (2) the designation of such historic district as the downtown historic district described in Section 139 Historic District of the Unified Development Ordinance and to amend the official zoning map to add such overlay district. Planning and Development Director John McWhorter presented the appropriate documentation required from the State to designate such an historic district. Hearing no further comments, at 7:08 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing closed. 
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Mayor Lesher thanked Fire Chief Tommy Blanton for his annual summary report. Public Works Director Keith Ward stated once the lift stations are finished, the sewer line to White Oak would be completed. Finance Officer Scherer reported the Town anticipates the second half of pledged funds going towards the Rutherfordton Clubhouse will be received from the Stonecutter Foundation this fiscal year. Councilmember Cobb inquired about the maintenance of fire hydrants inside the Town limits.  Fire Chief Blanton reported all inoperable fire hydrants have been repaired. John McWhorter informed Council that RTR board member, Sallie Cowan, would be named a Main Street Champion during the Main Street Conference this month.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Lesher reported the Planned Growth Committee would meet this month.  Councilmember Cobb informed Council the Crestview Park ball field lights have arrived and Camp Electric Company would be installing the lights this month. A portion of Crestview Park will not have lighting while the light installation project is underway. Councilmember Jones reported NC DOT has installed the new 35 MPH speed limit signs on 221 South.

NEW BUSINESS
The first item of New Business was the possible adoption of the Downtown Historic District.  Mayor and Council thanked the Historic Preservation Commission for their hard work on this project. Councilmember Dancy made a motion to adopt the Rutherfordton Main Street Historic District, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

The second item of New Business is the presentation of two funding resolutions concerning the "Green Line" between the Town of Lake Lure and Rutherfordton.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the resolutions for the "green line" project between Lake Lure and Rutherfordton requesting; $3,000,000.00 from the Clean Water Partner's Infrastructure Program and $1,000,000.000 from the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Attorney Louis Nanney presented to Council for their review a draft permit between Foothills Connect and the Town concerning use of Town owned property for a demonstration garden. Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the permit with the stipulation that appropriate insurance coverage be carried by Foothills Connect, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Councilmember Jones made a motion to certify the roster of eligible firefighters for the Rutherfordton Fire Department, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Jones made a motion to renew both of the annual agricultural agreements for calendar year 2009, those being with Hicks and Summers, with Councilmember Cobb seconding.  Motion passed unanimously
Bronwyn Burleson, CPA with Burleson & Early, PA, presented the FY 2007-2008 audit.  The Town Council received the audit and will make a motion to accept it, as presented, at a later date. 
At 8:09 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of an attorney/client matter and possible acquisition of real property, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

At 8:35 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn the meeting, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
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CLOSED SESSION
Council discussed the possible purchase of property and received legal advice from Attorney Nanney concerning such.
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