STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

June 2, 2010
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 5:30 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street. Mayor Dancy welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Stan Clements, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones. Also in attendance were Town Manager Karen Andrews and Town Attorney David Lloyd. 

Public Comment Time

Mayor Dancy recognized First Baptist Church of Rutherfordton and First United Methodist Church of Rutherfordton as the Town Volunteers of the Month for their combined talents and resources in Operation Inasmuch mission day. Over 250 members of the churches formed 27 teams to perform service projects ranging from home repair to visiting shut-ins. Mayor Dancy, on behalf of Council, thanked Bob Bourne, a representative of First United Methodist Church and Deborah Clements, a representative of First Baptist Church Rutherfordton for their participation in Operation InAsMuch.  Cheryl Maszkiewicz, Rutherfordton Garden Club President, expressed her gratitude towards the Town of Rutherfordton’s Public Works Department for all they do to assist the Garden Club in its service to the Town. The Garden Club provided a thank you lunch to the Public Works Department on May 24th in appreciation for their hard work and efforts throughout the Town. Mayor Dancy recognized Town employee Rupert Waters for his 25 years of service to the Town. A book will be placed in the Norris Public Library honoring Rupert’s service to the Town. Mayor Dancy announced to Council and staff that he will be retiring on July 30th from Citi Financial. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to remove item number five New Business, Rural Center Building Reuse Grant, add Closed Session for a personnel issue pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11, and to hear any additional comments on 2010/2011 budget prior to closed session, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of: May 5th, 10th, 24th and 26th, 2010, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Planning and Development Director McWhorter informed Council that Kenneth Appling will be applying for a Rural Center Re-Use Grant for a building located on Central Street. The Town will apply for the grant on behalf of Mr. Appling in an amount to be determined.  The grant request can be up to $10,000 per full-time employee and Mr. Appling anticipates employing four to eight people. The Town is responsible for three percent of the loan and the Town’s portion can be in-kind, such as the administration of the loan.  Should the business default on their obligations, then the Town would need to get the funds from the business owner to repay the Rural Center grant.  The Town can place a lien on the property to recoup any potential loss if the business defaults.   Mr. Appling has agreed for a lien to be placed against his building for the total amount of the loan.  The deadline for the application is June 27th, 2010.  Mr. McWhorter has spoken to Rural Center personnel and they have given permission for the Resolution which has to be adopted by the Town Council, to be approved at the July 7th Council meeting and then sent to the Rural Center. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Recreation Trust Fund held a meeting and will be making a recommendation to the Town Council during the New Business portion of the meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item of Unfinished Business is a request from Penny and Hal Davis for permanent street closure for a portion of Woodland Circle.  The Davis’ will pay for the cost associated with the public hearing notice and all associated cost for mail, etc. Councilmember Bare made a motion to set the public hearing on July 7th at 5:30 pm, concerning the possibility of a permanent street closure for a portion of Woodland Circle, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

The next item of Unfinished Business is the review and possible adoption of a proposed ordinance prohibiting domestic animals in various places at Crestview Park presented by Attorney David Lloyd.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt An Ordinance to Amend Part 8, Chapter 2, Article A (Section 8-2001et seq.) of the Code of General Ordinances, Section 8-2016 Crestview Park, with Sub parts four – Concession Stand/Area and five – Picnic Shelter of Paragraph A to be deleted, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS
Patricia Kuess, with SWEEP, is requesting five hundred dollars ($500) from the Town, which SWEEP will use to purchase 14 gallon bins and 90 gallon roll-outs for classrooms in the elementary and middle schools for mixed paper.  Ms. Kuess is asking that this money come from funds the Town receives via the State rebate program.  Council requested additional information regarding the exact number of bins needed for schools inside the Town limits and placed this item on July 7th, 2010 agenda. 

Council received a request from Amy Clark, Rutherfordton Little League President, to waive the rental fee for the picnic shelter at Crestview Park. Amy stated the Little League would like to use the Picnic Shelter on Saturday, July 10th, 2010 from the hours of 10:00 a.m. to approximately 4:00 pm for The Big Game Day Challenger Division. Councilmember Jones stated that he feels the rental fee policy is in place for a reason and if Council wishes to waive the fee for the rental of the picnic shelter by Little League, then the policy needs to be re-written.  Mayor Dancy, Councilmember Cobb and Councilmember Jones offered to donate the rental fee cost in order for the Little League to use the picnic shelter area on July 10th, 2010 from 10:00-4:00.  No action was taken on the fee waiver request. 
Lee Walke, a representative of the Recreational Trust Fund, presented to Council two items for their consideration:  (1) the sale of Lincoln National Stock with all sale proceeds becoming part of the un-expendable principle balance of the Recreation Trust Fund.  Finance Director Scherer recommended liquidating the stock and placing the funds in a more stable investment vehicle that will provide a higher rate of return. Councilmember Jones made a motion to authorize the sale of the Lincoln National Stock as recommended by the Recreation Trust Fund and Finance Director Scherer, with Councilmember Clements seconding. Motion passed unanimously. (2) Repair the four tennis courts at Crestview Park with the entire amount of funding coming from the Recreation Trust Fund. Councilmember Jones made a motion to receive the recommendation from the Recreation Trust Fund to repair the four tennis courts at Crestview Park in the amount of $13,660 to Whalen Tennis Company, LLC with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  
Councilmember Bare made a motion to accept the North Carolina Rural Center’s Clean Water Partners Infrastructure Planning Grant Award in the amount of $13,333 with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.     
The next item for discussion is the Appointment/Reappointment to Town committees and/or boards. Council will continue to contact committee members for their intentions to serve and will place on July’s agenda for possible action. 

Council was reminded of the public hearing to be held on June 9th at 6:00 pm to receive  comments on the proposed FY 2010-2011 budget, and the possible adoption of the same. 

Mayor Dancy opened the floor for any comments pertaining to the FY 2010-2011 budget. Councilmember Clements requested to see a monthly line item report for each department.  Finance Director Scherer stated he would be able to provide this report to Council. 

At 7:25 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session per NCGS 143-318.11 (6) Personnel qualifications and to request that Public Works Director Ward be in the Closed Session, with Councilmember Clements seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council took a short recess and began the Closed Session at 7:34 pm.

At 7:45 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session, with Councilmember Clements seconding.   Motion passed unanimously.

Being no further business, at 7:46 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.                   
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Holly Davis, Town Clerk
CLOSED SESSION
Town Manager Andrews and Public Works Director Ward presented to Council specific  qualifications, competencies and character of a person they wished to hire as an employee in the Public Works Department.  
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Mayor Jimmy Dancy

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

